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I was born in an old house, in the 
town of Lunenburg, Vt., on the 24th 
day of December, 1824. I am the 
second of seven children, three sons 
and four daughters. My father was an 
honest, moral man, and never troubled 
himself about property ; worked hard, 
but gained nothing. Mother was an 
out door woman ; could turn her hand 
to any work ; she was only in her ele- 
ment, when surrounded with a loom, 
wheel, a large pile of wool, and a nice 
bundle of flax. The buzz of the little 
wheel was delightful music to her ear. 
Father loved a large fire in an old fash- 
ioned stone fire-place, and to peel ataxdcv 
broom in a Ion g wintei e\£iv\\\%. ^\&& 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. 5 

a hard day's work, of course she must 
do so, or hear a noise which was any- 
thing but agreeable to a sleepy person. 
I could sometimes be quieted by raking 
the ashes away and letting a coal appear, 
and bolstering me up in the bed. My 
mother was not like some, to correct a 
child, when they wished to cry, at any 
hour, by day or night. When I was 
two years old, an apple or blackberry 
was of great consequence in my eye, 
only I did not like the absence of mother 
to get them, and if I was taken, the 
briers were an annoyance. One day I 
thought it would be a fine tiling to 
drive father's black oxen with the long 
stick, which, in attempting to do, one 
of them rapped me on the head, and 
laid me on the ground for a while. 

Sometimes I would go with my older 
sister to see the neighbors ; on one oc- 
casion seeing an old lady cutting some 
cheese, I*balanced upon my toes to gaze 
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on to the table, and exclaimed "see the 
skippers with blue heads !" The foot 
of the cheese-maker was set down with 
so much force, that it rang fearfully 
through my ears. I remember that 
near the large door rock, there was one 
of the clear' cold springs, with a log 
shade over it. One day as sister and 
myself were looking in, she fell, and 
was taken out nearly dead. Salmon 
Phiney was an honest simple bachelor, 
under the care of his mother, he was 
childish and fond of children ; nothing 
looked better to me than to see him 
paring a large red apple with a small 
pen knife. He loved rum, but was 
stinted ; he used to complain, saying 
that his mother was too fearful of emp- 
tying the bottle, and that when he could 
get to it, it would run more freely. 

When I was about four years old, 
father made a pen on the sled for the 
hog, drove the cattle, packed on the 
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goods, and all hands moved to Guile 
hall, Vt., father having engaged to tah 
care of the old folks. Guildhall is 
pleasant town, situated on the Conner 
icut river ; it* principal village, is loci 
ted near the Falls ; many of its inhal 
itants were poor and wicked; son: 
were rich and oppressive. Here fres 
trials arose. Grandmother was craz^ 

■ 

The first night on entering the hous* 
in an adjoining room, we heard cursin 
and swearing, with fearless audacity. - 
Chairs and dishes were promiscuous] 
thrown together; the pannels leape 
from the doors, and I supposed that tl 
very devil had come up. 

This house was built on a pineplpi 
two stories high, surrounded by pojrifc 
and other trees. The water was draw 
from a well more than 50 feet dee] 
at one time, the water became nauseou; 
with much self-denial was it used.- 
A little before this, there was "a gre 
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deal said about, the remarkable disap- 
pearance of Fpster's dog. The last 
that was seen of him, he was chasing 
a cat- one eveniiijgpfrom the barn towards 
the house ; it was finally deemed proper 
to clean the well, and see if the water 
would not be more pure ; the water was 
drawn out ; and a man sent down and 
the bucket lowered; the first thing 
which was drawn up, was a few pieces 
of a dog, and also a cat. When the 
news was conveyed t© those who had 
been using the \jf$jJBr, they felt very pe- 
culiar in their stoinSchs. 

When I was five or six, I was sent 
to school, wearing a girl's dress, which 
garment, I had always worn. One day 
I found mother making me some little 
trowsers, and declared I would never 
put them on, but finally consented. — 
When I was dressed in the new garment, 
I thought myself almost a man, which 
on fdrthbr investigation I found to be 
a mistake. 
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Soon the novelty of attending school 
wore off, and often when sent by my 
parents, I would lie concealed in sight 
of the school-house until noon, then re- 
turn home for my dinner; and could 
tell who was at the head, and who at 
the foot. At other times, I would go 
on to the checkerberry plain, and remain 
till night, then run home glad to be re- 
leased from school. 

In this part of the country, bears and 
wolves haunted with unrestrained lib- 
erty. At one time, great havoc was 
made among the neighbor's sheep ; at 
length Miss Bruin was discovered mak- 
ing haste for the woods. Soon a large 
number of men were gathered, who 
surrounded a few acres of forest, then 
drew gently towards the middle ; soon 
the black monster was seen crouching 
down beneath an old root, which nearly 
concealed her from sight ; she was 
speedily visited with, a voWfc^j c&\\»\. 
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bullets, which humbled her proud head, 
and caused her to stagger. One im- 
prudent young man, thinking that her 
strength was far gone, said he would 
have one good ride, and leaped upon 
her back ; the old bear moderately turn- 
ed her head, opened her large mouth, 
and grabbed his leg, and brought her 
teeth together, which crushed the limb, 
and it was some time before he could 
be rescued. After she was dispatched 
and brought into the open field, the 
neighbors were collected to rejoice over 
a conquered enemy, and share the boun- 
ty among them. When I was about 
eight years' old, I had my first interview 
with death. Mr. Wade, was ever afraid 
of dying, and many times the neigh- 
bors were called in to witness the last 
struggle ; his groans and cries were heard 
afar ; he was one of those that made 
a great smoke when there was but little 
fire; though years passed off, yet the hour 
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came at last. It was difficult to get 
help to lay him out, the people not be- 
lieving that he was dead. I went in 
with a few .others, a lady took me up r 
and while I was looking at the pale 
face, she told me that I must one day 
be in the same condition, which left 
serious impressions on my mind. Not 
long after this, the whole family was 
visited with a terrible sickness ; one after 
another was laid to bed. My young 
sister of three years, was a remarkable 
child, pleasant and amiable in her dis- 
position, a flower too beautiful, to long 
escape the enemy's grasp. On Satur- 
day it was perceived that she was un- 
well, but not considered dangerous ; — 
about light the next morning, we were 
called up to say farewell to the little an- 
gel sister ; her eyes were wildly rolling 
about the room, the wheels of nature 
were ready to stop ; being bome down ''.y* : - 
by keen distress ; motl\£w^So\k.\i^^^«\.- 



12 LABORS OF TUB 

menccd the work of destruction. She 
begged to be laid upon the floor, then 
would roll from one side to the other, 
mournfully sighing, but no complaint 
was heard ; she was carried to the bed- 
side of her mother, who declared her 
already in the arms of death. 

' William ! ' said father, 'go for the doc- 
tor.' I at once started, dressed with my 
thin summer clothes, in a cold morning 
late m the fall : my bare feet were torn 
upon the frozen ground, and my body 
chilled, long before reaching tlrj p];ice. 

When I arrived home, all were weep- 
ing, father took my hand, and said, go 
with me ; I went into a little room, ?„nd 
' in one corner, on a folded quilt, lay my 
dear sister, her sufferings all over ; it 
was hard to believe her dead : her plump 
fat cheeks were cold to my lips. While 
I. pressed her little hand in mine, there 
4 was no motion in return ; her eyes no 
longer beamed with pleasure ; I spoke, 
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but she answered not ; I turned around 
and wept. 

The next day a little red coffin was 
brought in, and oh, how solemn was 
my heart, when I thought, must I ever 
be put in such an one, and buried in 
the ground ! 

Two women carefully took up the 
little corpse, as if afraid of awaking her ; 
she was placed in her narrow bed ; her 
small hands folded on her breast, her 
pleasant blue eyes closed, and a white 
pillow placed under her head. When 
father screwed down the lid, an awful 
feeling ran through my heart ; I felt 
sure that she was saved, but I was afraid 
that I should be lost. 

The neighbors came in, and after re- 
ligious services, we slowly proceeded 
to the home of the dead, on the bank 
of the Connecticut River. The black 
cloth was removed ; a pair of leading 
lines placed under tYie co^hv \ ^&\sxv >x 
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was slowly and silently let far down 
into the earth. My heart was pained, 
my eyes overflowed with tears, and on 
returning home, all was not right ; the 
little chair had none to occupy it ; a 
breach was made which could not be 
repaired. 

For a long time, my convictions were 
severe : every night I thought I should 
die before morning, and go to hell. I 
thought if mother 1 was sure of living 
till morning, I might be ; so I would 
ask her what she intended to do the 
next day. Sometimes she would say, 
she was going to spin, &c. One night 
I asked the question, and was answered 
thus, "I do not know that I shall live 
till morning." This threw me into a 
wretched state of mind. After going 
to bed that night, as I lay down, I 
thought I should die in a few minutes, 
and at once started up and screamed 
out, then I was ashamed, fearing the 
family would come in. 
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In a little time, my convictions wore 
off; I became recklessly wicked, and 
dealt wholesale in profanity and other 
sins. 

We soon moved on to a little farm in 
Granby wood, about 30 acres cleared, 
and no other clearing in sight ; it was 
two miles one way to neighbors, and 
four the other. Here we were sur- 
rounded by bears and wolves to any 
number. One dark night father was 
coming home, and when within a few 
rods of the opening, something very 
heavy sprang up before him, stopping 
and starting ; and after many such at- 
tempts, the monster sprang into the 
brush close beside the road ; father 
passed by, and came to the house weak 
and faint ; that night a large sheep was 
taken from the flock. Frequen tl y sheep 
were taken out of the barn-yard, and 
sometimes out of the stable window. — 
At one time, father set a \roc^ \\<^& n^n» 
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barn, covered with earth ; to the trap 
was attached a large chain, and to that 
a flax twine ; the twine extended to the 
house," was fastened to a chair, and a 
bell hung on it; so when the trap 
moved, the chair would tip over, and 
and give the alarm. One night father 
laid the gun on the table, loaded with 
a kettle leg ; in the night over went the 
chair. He, waking out of a sound 
sleep, jumped from the bed, put on some 
of his clothes, caught the gun and went 
to the trap, and found all well. The 
secret was soon revealed ; the dew had 
shrunk the string just enough to upset 
the chair, so he lay down again. Mr. 
Cook, on hearing a great stir in the hovel 
among the sheep, went out without 
dressing, and opened the door to look 
in, when out came a bear, and rushing 
between his two legs, made her escape. 
About this time, father become deeply- 
involved in debt, through sickness and 
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other misfortunes, and was continually 
harrassed by creditors, when he had 
nothing to pay. 

One day father came in, and said that 
he would be glad to pay all of his 
debts, but could not at present, and that 
he was bound to leave the place, which 
he did, taking me with him to Orange, 
Vt., about 70 miles, where he worked 
for his brother George, and I returned 
to Guildhall. Mother being an expert 
business woman, managed the family 
affairs with great prudence. 

In September, a team was sent, and 
all moved to Orange, into one of un- 
cle's old open houses, off in the woods. 
Here we experienced hunger, naked- 
ness and cold. Father was untiring in 
his efforts to provide for his family, yet 
we lacked many of the necessaries of 
life. 

In the spring, I went to live with a 
man, by the name ot OvSa "B»$itos3&sst.> 
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being about twelve years of age. They 
set me to chopping wood at the door ; 
from morning till night did I toil, day 
after day with a heavy axe, until my 
hands were crippled and blistered. After 
the family had eaten their meals, I was 
called in, to take what was left, with 
his brother, whom the neighbors justly 
called a fool. 

My heart was grieved, and stomach 
pinched ; many times I waited till ten 
at night, before I had my supper offer- 
ed me, while the women folks ivere 
chatting and knitting as usual ; they 
would say " you must be saving of the 
milk " &c. This being pinched through 
stinginess, was new business to me, 
and I made an excuse to work with 
father a few days, who was chopping 
■ wood at the store of Fifield. I just told 
him what kind of a place I had been 
living at, who said, that I need not go 
back unless I chose. 
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One day while at work, an old man 
came riding along, whom I had never 
seen before; father asked him if he 
wanted a boy to work for him, for his 
victuals and clothes. A bargain was soon 
made, and the day set when I would 
be at his house. 

I knew not into whose hands I was 
about to fall ; but through hope and 
fear, when the appointed day arrived, 
mother took a handkerchief and tied up 
a few clothes, and I went to Bachel- 
der's for the rest. On arriving at the 
house, I told the woman that I wanted 
my shirt and stockings ; says she, where 
are you going ? no matter said I. My 
husband is in the woods, and you will 
not have time if you first ask his leave, 
so stay till morning, said she. I replied, 
as far as staying over night, and asking 
Bachelder's leave is concerned, I shall 
do neither, so hasten for those articles. 
I rolled them up wittv \taa x^V, \\tiS\ss*, 
2 
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the handkerchief on as mother did, 
which I thought would be some com- 
fort. The bundle was strung on my 
little arm, and the journey commenced 
late in the afternoon ; now and then I 
would stop by the road to rest a few 
moments, brush the tears from my eyes, 
and go on again. 

Just at night, I arrived at Mr. Jud- 
kin's, the -place of my destination. The 
old man was sitting in the corner, with 
a jammed up black hat on one side, and 
partially covering his eyes. His wife, 
of about 70, was nimble as a top. Af- 
ter being in the house a few moments, 
I went to the barn, to mourn, and be- 
come reconciled if I could. On the 
whole, I found a very agreeable family ; 
where I stayed till about October ; at- 
tended Sabbath school some ; and one 
day while listening to Mr. Wing, and 
gazing up at the pulpit, I thought that 
I should some day preach the gospel 
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and felt a spring of joy in my heart. — 
The first pulpit that I ever ascended 
to preach, was that, years after. 

In the fall, I went home for a day or 
two, and on returning, I thought that 
matters had changed, and I felt strange- 
ly all day ; just at night, the old lady 
asked me, if I would not go with her to 
the barn, and find a hen's nest ; while 
at the barn, she stepped abruptly be- 
fore me, and said sternly ; we have met 
with a great loss ; said I, what ? Two 
dollars in money, said she, have been 
taken from Mr. Judkins' pocket book, 
and we have every reason to think you 
stole it. I was thunderstruck, and knew 
not what to reply, for such a thing I 
never thought of ; she positively affirm- 
ed that I was the thief, and demanded 
the money at once, saying, none shall 
know it ; I replied, that I knew nothing 
about it, and furthermore, that I should 
tell every body I saw, that she had ac- 
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cused me of stealing ; that night I cried 
myself to sleep, calculating to see Barre 
the next day, where my Father work- 
ed in " Keth's Starch factory." When 
I awoke, about two o'clock, the moon 
shone bright, and after sitting up in the 
bed a long time, pondering in my mind, 
whether I had been dreaming, (for I 
could not make the scene of the eve- 
ning seem any ways natural,) I careful- 
ly arose, and went out of doors, as still 
as possible, crawled through a hole ir 
the back part of the old shed, and trav- 
eled hard till light ; then went into i 
house, and a kind woman gave me some 
breakfast. Father comforted me up 
and said, " stay with me a day or tw 
and I will go back with you," which 
did, but still the family affirmed the 
took the money, I then went home, 
a few days, mother went to Mr. J 
kins', and Mrs. J. told her, that tl 
had found one dollar of the lost mon 
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paid for taxes, which they did not think 
of, and presumed that the other had 
gone in the same way. 

This accusation was a very hasty 
mistake, yet I never lived with a better 
family ; they were as parents to me. — 
I had many leisure hours, which I im- 
proved in making fiddles, waggons, pear- 
ing-machines, &c. The first fiddle was 
made square, of boards put together 
with nails ; for a bow, I pulled some 
hair from the old cow's tail, and tied it 
on to a stick, resined it with wax, then 
would fiddle behind the barn ; which 
set all the boys in the neighborhood to 
making them, especially Stratton Mat- 
toon, who made one of shingles. 

In the spring of 1837, all hands mov- 
ed to Chelsea, into an old dirty house, 
a little off the road. When I had gone 
a few miles with the hog and cow, one 
of father's creditors followed on horse- 
back, and drove them \rv\.o u ^to&.>\*r»2l 
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the road, saying, that he had a bill 
sale on them ; when he had gone, I 3^ 
them out and hastened on. 

I soon began work for Mr. Fuller, 
who lived in a large house, surrounded 
with a beautiful farm. He had two sons 
and one daughter, who lived at home. 
In that vicinity, there lived a peculiai 
boy, he would often suck his lips, and 
spit blood to the great alarm of the fam- 
ily ; at such times he was not required 
to work for a number of days, and wher 
the rest was out of sight, he would of- 
ten go to the woods with his gun, and 
spend the day ; he frequently had con- 
siderable jewelry to give away, or sell 
cheap ; canisters of powder, and pistols 
were with him very abundant, he pos- 
sessed many things much beyond his 
means. One time he wanted a watch, 
and being in a Goldsmith's shop, car- 
ried one away, but it proved to need 
impairing, so in a short time, he chang- 
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ed the hands and chain, and carried it 
back to be repaired, but the man de- 
tected it, and the boy's father was call- 
ed in, and required to pay fifty dollars, 
or have the thing exposed. A few days 
after, his brother was required to pay 
as much more, which he did. This 
boy once tried to get me to help him 
steal a ninepence, which he said was 
in his father's desk ; his plan was, that 
we both go to the desk, and I put the 
money into his hand, which he thought 
would prevent his appearing guilty, 
when asked if he took it, but God de- 
livered me from this temptation, for 
when he opened the desk, I felt a sud- 
den impression to leave the room, which 
I did. Mr. Fuller was a constant church 
going man, and always attended fami- 
ly prayer, though he never varied much 
from one set of words iri praying, and 
I thought him to be inconsistent in some 
other things, yet, I oitetvYsaA. \fc\A«t 
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feelings while he was attending to his 
family devotions, especially at one time, 
when he asked his wicked son, if he 
prayed every night ? he answered, yes ; 
I thought if that boy prayed, as bad as 
I thought him to be, I would pray my- 
self, which afterwards I did, frequently. 
Mr. Fuller never seemed to know 
when it was night, which was one of 
his greatest faults in the eyes of his work- 
men. I have worked many a time till nine 
and ten o'clock, then milked and eat my 
supper ; but he always knew when it 
was morning, and so did I, when I heard 
his big boots thumping the floor. Mrs. 
Fuller was a good woman, she always 
treated me as a mother. 

In the fall I returned home. Father 
had the luck to break his wrist, and was 
not able to do any thing for a year. — 
This was a sad stroke in our low cir- 
cumstances. While Father was visiting 
his friends, Mother was at home with 
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the children, bringing all her ingenuity 
of calculation into action. We moved 
into a small room, got some hay, old 
rags and paper, and stopped up all the 
holes. Mother sold a piece of cloth and 
bought hay to keep the cow ; and as I 
was exposed to the cold, having most 
of the wood to draw on a hand cart or 
sled, for near a half mile, she cut her 
old blue flannel dress up, and made me 
some drawers, and oh how soft they 
were, and how proud I felt. We learn- 
ed to value' every crust of bread, and 
every stick of wood. Mother was un- 
commonly good natured that winter ; 
once while at the door, I heard her 
say, " glory to God," I was glad, and 
supposed that she was trying to live 
a secret religion, as she never said any 
thing about it. 

There were weekly prayer-meetings, 
held in the neighborhood, which I fre- 
quently attended •, ai\ <M. \radcv^<st,>\$^ 
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the name of Woodward, generally \%yoJ 
the lead, and would talk a great dez 
about the judgment day, how we mu£ 
soon be there ; the necessity of gettinj 
ready, &c. I often felt solemn, and on 
night on returning home, I found th 
family had all retired, and as it was dari 
in the kitchen, I knelt down to pray 
which I had no sooner done, than it wag 
suggested that all the folks were look- 
ing ; I at once arose, went to the barn, 
prayed, and returned to the house. Af- 
ter this, I continued to pray most every 
day, left off my profanity, and became 
more mild in my disposition. 

About this time, I heard that a man 
by the name of Miller, was preaching, 
that in a short time, Christ was coming 
to destroy the wicked, and dwell among 
the righteous. I began to pray earnest- 
ly, that I might be a righteous boy, I 
calculated if I could feel my acceptance 
with God, to keep it to myself and nev- 
er tell any one. 
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I was now about thirteen years old. 
The next summer I lived with Reuben 
Morey, in Strafford. He and his wife 
were Free-will Baptists, yet I never 
heard them pray but once. This sum- 
mer I commenced reading the New Tes- 
tament, and made it a rule, to pray ev- 
ery morning and night My conversion 
was so gradual, that I can neither tell 
the hour, day, nor week. I sought God 
from a sense of duty, and all I know, 
is, that as I continued to do, what I knew 
I ought to, I felt better and clearer in 
my mind, until at last I could say, Je- 
sus is mine, and I am his ! No one took 
any interest in my spiritual welfare. It 
was a time of great coldness in the 
churches ; yet my convictions directed 
me to the scriptures, and the scriptures, 
to Jesus my Savior. Up to this time I 
had not hinted my feelings to any one. 
On returning home in September, in 
older to hide my xe\\gvoxi ftan^fafe Sasxv.- 
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ily, I engaged in sport and vain talk as 
usual, of course, was at once in the 
dark. I was glad to get away in two 
weeks, but my Savior was grieved and 
hid his face, and I went to Thetford, 
mourning my loss. Here I attended a 
protracted meeting. The third evening, 
William Ingraham came for me to go 
forward to be prayed for, I went and 
knelt with many others. I thought that 
none were seen but myself. In a short 
time the Lord gave me back my peace, 
and I confessed him before the world. 
In the fall of 1841, I worked for J. W. 
Johnson, carding wool. They lived like 
hogs in the house, and I was cheated 
out of part of my earnings. 

It was constantly suggested to my 
mind, that I must preach the gospel, but 
I could not think it from God. Day 
after day, preach, preach, was the last 
thing at night, and the first in the morn- 
ing. By this time I was a little cold 
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in religion, and again endeavoring to 
live what I had by myself. 

One night, I dreamed, that I was in a 
meeting room, filled with people. A 
number of ministers were sitting on a 
seat in the middle of the room; they all 
urged me to preach, which I did ; some 
wept, and I was happy. 

The next winter, I attended school 
a part of the time, and in the spring be- 
gan to work at home, but was so wretch- 
ed on account of the heavy cross before 
me, that I could not pursue any calling 
with comfort. 

After the spring's work was done, I 
again left home, knowing not where to 
go, or caring but little what became of 
me ; I thought I would like to die, if I 
knew it would be well with me, which 
I very much doubted, at that time. — 
After traveling as far as Tunbridge, I 
saw J. W. Johnson, who had lately 
movfed there ; tie \ii%e<i xaa \£> ^Va\vsx^ 
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work with him at carding wool, whic^j 
I consented to do, for a short time. j 
refused to sleep in the house, but wouK/ 
lay on the wool ; I felt as If I never 
wanted to see a human countenance 
again ; but would be glad to go into the 
mountain, live, and die alone ; I would 
pray and weep, and sometimes think I 
would preach any way, and then again, 
that I could not, let come what would. 
The more solitary the place, the more 
agreeable it was to my feelings. I could 
not bear to hear a person rejoice, the 
birds sing, or see the sun shine. 

After working about three weeks, 
I agreed with Johnson, to dress father's 
cloth, and take his pay in work the 
next fall. The cloth was sent and dress- 
ed. At the appointed time, I went 
with my clothes, to work, but he had 
hired a hand, and did not want me, and 
said that he must keep the cloth until 
he had his pay for dressing. I asked 
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him to take down the rolls, which he 
did, and as it was late in the day, he in- 
vited me to stay till morning, I said, yes; 
and sleep in the factory with the hired 
man ; and after much urging to go to 
the house, he left me. I observed the 
man locking the door, and requested 
him to leave the key in the lock, as I 
might be under the necessity of going 
out in the night ; with much hesitation 
he did so. The first time I awoke, I 
arose, took my clothes, the cloth, and a 
cane, and at light the next morning I 
was ten miles away. We are about even 
now, as far as money is concerned. 

Every thing that I attempted to do, 
worked against me. At one time I went 
to Thetford, and worked for Mr. Ingra- 
ham a few weeks, one day he sent me 
to plow a ledgey piece of ground with 
a crazy yoke of oxen, they ran, and I 
ran, soon all hands went over a large 
rock, and the plow fte^r \aXo fc. TOsxxfttfs*- 



1 
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of pieces, which cost about three do 7- 
lars to get it repaired. After this I went 
to picking apples; when the dinner- 
horn sounded, I left the cattle chained 
to a tree. On return ing, they were down 
in a very unnatural plight, one was dead, 
and the other nearly dead. I worked 
a few days with a poor man by the name 
of Dike, who had a nice field of corn all 
in the stock ; the merchant thought it a 
good time to secure his debt, so he at- 
tached it, but that same night it was all 
moved away. Dike was suspected, and 
an officer sent to take him. He was 
teaming a yoke of oxen, and as the offi- 
cer alighted from his carriage, he met 
the large end of an ox-goad, which cut 
off the rim of his hat on one side, and 
so stunned him, that he knew but lit- 
tle for a long time ; when he began to 
look about, Dike was just going into 
the woods, cursing like "Shimei" as he 
went, and so escaped to New Hamp- 
shire. 
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The next winter I lived with Smith 
Morrill, in So. 'Strafford, and worked in 
the blacksmith shop. 

I was living a moral life, endeavor- 
ing at all times to keep within the bounds 
of consistency. Mrs. Morrill was con- 
sidered one of tho most devoted young 
ladies in town, before she was married, 
but after she became connected with an 
' unbeliever, she lost her religion. They 
had one child, which, with its mother, 
was left at home most of the long win- 
ter evenings. Morrill loved to play on 
the violin, and his sister Mary, a girl 
about eighteen, to dance , they spent 
' much of their precious time in vain em- 
ploy. 

I left in the spring ; a year or two 
after, they both died with the consump- 
tion. 

Ip the spring of 1843, 1 wandered in- 
to Lyme, N. H. and hired out to a mail 
by the name of Williams, md^raA\s> 



36 LABORS OF THE 

begin the next Friday. When the day 
arrived, I put my things into a trunk, 
tied it on my back, and started off. The 
next morning, I was placed at a pile of 
dry oak limbs, with a dull axe ; after 
striking a few blows, and making but 
little impression, I stopped, sighed, gave 
two looks for the end of six months, but 
could not discover it ; then went to work 
again. The greatest failing with that 
family was, they both loved rum better 
than anything else. I left, about the 
middle of the summer, then took a jour- 
ney to Guildhall on foot. The first day 
was warm, and when I had got to Ha- 
verhill, my feet were blistered. I wash- 
ed them in spirits, and went to New- 
bury : it was now after dark, and I be- 
gan to seek for a place to stay over night. 
I saw a woman standing in the door, 
and asked her if I could stay with the 
family till morning, she said they were 
all sick j went to the next house, and 
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asked the same question, the woman 
said that her husband was gone, but 
that she expected him soon, and that I 
might sit down till he came home, then 
ask him. I thought it was so uncertain 
whether they would keep me, I went 
on, and soon came to a small barn close 
beside the road. I went slily in, shut 
the door, crawled on to the hay, and 
laid down. There were a number of 
hogs, and a roost of hens, for my com- 
pany, and as the pigs sung, and the 
fleas faithfully watched over me, I med- 
itated on my backslidden state, and while 
mourning, fell asleep. The first time I 
awoke, I jumped up, and went five miles 
before light ; on my way I met what I 
supposed to be a cow, and being a great 
lover of milk, I made a number of fruit- 
less attempts to get a swallow or two ; 
1 soon discovered it was an ox. 

While visiting the place of my child- 
hood, I had many bittet axviiSNN*fcX.\^- 
3 
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flections, especially at the grave of my 
sister. 

One night I stopped at a place where 
a wicked boy stole a part of my money ; 
but the next day I made him give it up. 
In the fall I worked at a place in N EL, 
where the people were ifich and stingy, 
not giving their hired help decent fare. 
I found a plenty of good apples in the 
shed chamber, and a nice cheese in the 
back buttery, which I roasted by the 
arch, when boiling swill for the hogs. 

In the winter following, I had a se- 
vere fever for a long time, which made 
me feel the importance of being ready 
to die. 

When I was able to work out, I had 
a renewal of the call, " Go and preach 
the gospel." I said no ; I am poor and 
bashful, shall get confounded if I try. 
Such were my feelings that life became 
a burden, and I wished for a lonely 
place to mourn and die ; I was home* 
sick, and sick of home. 
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Was mad at everything I see, 
And everything was mad at me. 

- I was perfectly miserable, rlbt having 
any comfort only when asleep, and not 
much then, for I was frequently tor- 
mented with dreams. One njght I 
dreamed that I was a minister, and was 
baptizing a number of young people in 
a river, while the bank was lined with 
spectators. I awoke with the impres- 
sion to be baptised and go about my 
Master's business. 

About the middle of the Summer, I 
went to work for a man by the name of 
White, in a Bugle shop, at Thetford. — 
He got into a law fuss, and ran away, 
but I continued to work in the same 
shop and board with H. Smith, a regu- 
lar drunkard. 

I soon saw that I was under the ne- • 
cessity of taking a decided stand for re- 
ligion, or against it. I heard God's name 
profaned on, every haiwij wA saw \as» 
Sabbaths desecrated. 
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Nov. 3. I went to a prayer meeting 
and felt it my duty to start anew an( 
confess Christ boldly, but did not; wen 
home with a heavy heart. My triali 
were so great, that I became confuse< 
in my mind, and Mother said that I wa 
crazy. 

Nov. 13. Was taken sick, and wen 
home, and staid a few days, and ther 
returned. I continued to attend th< 
prayer meetings, and my convictions o: 
duty daily increased. One evening sa 
I sat in the meeting, it was suddenlj 
impressed on my mind to speak. ] 
thought, after the next one, then, aftei 
they sing again, and so on, till the ser- 
vices closed, and I returned to my room 
to mourn, and resolve that if God would 
spare my life another week, I would dc 
my duty. A deep sense of duty lay 
heavily on my mind through the week. 
When the meeting hour arrived, I was 
on the spot ; while others were praying 
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1 and talking, I was trembling like a pop- 
for leaf; suddenly, I sprang upon my 
feet, and was very much confused, yet 
I made them understand that I wanted 
to find my long lost Saviour. When 
I sat down, the eyes of the wicked were 
upon me, but the brethren said, Amen, 
which encouraged me. All the way 
home the ungodly seemed to take great 
delight in blaspheming the name of 
God, and ridiculing religion in my 
presence. My heart was fixed, and I 
returned, praising the Lord, retired to 
bed, greatly blessed and comforted. — 
I was fully determined to press through 
all opposition, and make my way to 
Heaven. The next Saturday and Sun- 
day evenings, I attended meetings, and 
bore my cross, and God gave me to 
know that I was out of the horrible pit, 
and that my feet were on the rock. 

Dec. 5. Attended meeting at Mr. Se- 
ver^, and felt it my &wty Xo ^st»j Skl 



s 
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public, which I had never done. I took 
up the cross at once, and could read ift^ 
title clear. Here, I- resolved never t( 
neglect a christian duty again. 

Dec. 9. Began to attend school, anc 
went two months. Here I was ven 

* 

cautious to give no occasion to sinners. 
I read a great deal in the bible, anc 
committed many texts to memory, sel- 
dom went out with the boys, and in al 
things endeavored to adorn the doctrine 
of Christ. 

I had great trials at my boarding 
place. Smith would come home drunk 
then his wife would 'have a good time 
scolding at him. Many of the evenings 
were spent in playing cards with the 
I young people as they came in. Aftc] 

they had urged me in vain, for a lon§ 
time, to join them, I was tinned upon 
and mocked for my religion. Mrs 
Smith said, that I never should be an} 
body in the world, if I did not do as oth 
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ers did. I told her, then I should never 
be any body. When I could not bear 
their insults any longer, I would go up 
stairs, and after getting into bed to pre- 
vent freezing, would read, pray, and 
write before my God alone. 

Mrs. Smith attended a ball with a 
wicked man, took a severe cold, and it 
is said, never saw a well day afterwards. 

She soon left her husband, returned 
to Winchester, N. H., and died. 

In the spring, I left Smith, because I 
could not live with a rum barrel any lon- 
ger. 

God filled my heart with his love, 
and with a great desire to save sinners, 
I felt willing to do what I could. 

One morning I visited Mrs. Burr, who 
was dying with the consumption. A 
few years ago, I saw her married in the 
Methodist meeting-house ; but now 
ready to leave the world. Although, 
she was a professoi o£ x&^yoy^ ^Oas*. 
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mind was dark, and she expressed great 
doubt in regard to her preparation, to 
meet God at the Judgement.' How 
necessary that we enjoy the witness 
of the spirit, and know where we are, 
and what we are before God. 

I tried to encourage her to look to 
Jesus as her only hope. I prayed with 
thefti, the cross was heavy, yet in the 
name of the Lord, I determined to do 
every duty. 

I then went to Thetford hill, where 
1 met 0. D. Ingraham, a faithful preach- 
er, who had just started for Norwich, 
to be gone a few days, holding meet- 
ings ; he invited me to accompany him. 
I declined, but afterwards was sorry. — 
1 was now out of business, and did not 
know where to go or what to do. — 
Sometimes I would think one thing, 
and sometimes another. 

I traveled and meditated, until I reach- 
ed home ; by this time, I had fully made 
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up my mind to leave th$ place, and do 
what I felt my duty, and leave the con- 
9 sequences with God. 

• I did not tell the family that I had 
left Smith, but they found it out the 
next day at meeting, and . asked me 
where I was going. .1 told them that I 
expected to go to the grave in a sfrovt 
time. ' . ' .\ : m + . , 

Monday moniing^contrar^^fhp^d,- 
vice of all, I. started, not ^p^ring 
where to go. The. next morning, father „ t 
came five miles, and offered me a horse ' • 
and sleigh, which I refused, thinking 
it might ±>e a burden ; he went away 
grieved. When I had put on my over- 
coat, and was just opening the- door, 
in came Brother lngjaham, ajid with 
him, Orange. Tailor ; they had heard of 
my strange intentions, and wsus .deter- 
mined to hinder me. At first, 1 would 
not. hear a word to anything the # t said, 
finally, I began to roasoU) &x&Y$p^Saife<t 
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lost my power to resist temptation ; 1 

» 

submitted to their proposals and was 
soon in the dark. 

March 1. Tapped a sugar orchard, 
kept a testament with me, continued to 
read and pray, but felt a great burden 
on my mind. 

I grew poor and weak very fast, so 
that in # a short time, I could scarcely 
keep about. One night, I boiled sap un- 
til abput 9 o'clock, then took my syr- 
up, and was carefully walking on the 
snow crust, carrying it to the house, 
when my foot went down into the 
brook, and the syrup went in after it, 
and passed rapidly away with a great 
*J noise. 

* Apr. 5, 1845. Mrs. Chamberlain, one 

'{ of our neighors, died, leaving a husband 

and a number of children. In the eve- 
ning I went down to pray with the 

. ; mourners, and it was a solemn time. 

] Sunday, Apr. 6. Feel worse Sun- 
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days than at any other time. Went to 
meeting and heard Br. Hays preach, af- 
ter which I gave a short exhortation. — 
When we came out of the house, Br. 
Hays asked me if I was ever baptized. 
I told him I never was, but wished to 
be. When I saw him again, I told him 
that I would be baptized the next Sab- 
bath, giving him no chance to notify 
the people, that any thing uncommon 
was going to take place. The cross 
was augmented, by the fact, that I was 
to go into the water, in the presence of 
my ungodly shopmates, and wicked 
neighbors ; no one at that time would 
disgrace themselves to speak in favor of 
religion. 

Saturday night I went to bed, and 
dreamed about being baptized till morn- 
ing. I then arose without saying a word 
to any one, and went five miles, to the 
preachers boarding place, where I found 
him brushing and blackix\% V^s» \**2>\& % 
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which I thought was very much out of 
place ; that, with some other circum- 
stances, made me unhappy all day. 

In the meeting-house, I stood up alone, 
among the mocking crowd, and was 
asked a few questions, then repaired to 
a small pond of water, was baptized, 
and returned to the house in a severe 
rain, glad to get out of sight. 

Monday, went home, but did not tell 
the family what I had been about, and 
they did not know it for a number of 
weeks. , 

Sunday, May 11, 1845. I arose soon 
as light, ate some bread and milk, be- 
fore any one was up in the house. 

Went eleven miles to Copperass Hill, 
in So. Strafford, where I met Br. In- 
graham, who had an appointment at 5 
o'clock, P. M. I went with him, and 
while on our way, he asked me to 
preach. This I had already anticipated, 
and had prepared a skeleton, on a small 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. 49 

piece of paper, arranging it tery nice, 
and carefully placing it in my bible, so 
that' no one could sec it. When we ar- 
rived at the house, which was a short 
distance off the road, leading from So. 
Strafford to W. Norwich ; the people 
were assembled, and after the introduc- 
try services, I arose and read from Eccl. 
12: 14. 

I spoke a few words, then looked at 
my skeleton, which was written so fine 
that I could not readily distinguish one 
thing from another, then looked up at 
the people, who were gazing, then wish- 
ed that I had not tried to preach, and 
after a short time set down ; they all 
thought it was the first sermon, and I 
thought that it was the last : though I 
felt a strong impression to give out an 
appointment for another time, yet Ixlared 
not do it, and so went home ashamed, 
and burdened ; felt as if I would be glad 
to crawl into some ca^e sxA. foa* 
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I spent most of the summer digging 
roote for a Doctress, and finishing Bugles 
for Smith. One day I went into a 
small pond, belonging to Mr. Childs, to 

* 

gather roots, and getting a little to near 
his pump-logs, it riled the water which 
they were using in the house ; he came 
out in great rage, and spoke furiously, 
saying many hard things ; so I retired, 
and went there no more. 

In the fall, I went to Manchester, N. 
H., and worked about six weeks. It 
was told me at the boarding house, that 
many young people came into .the city, 
from the country, steady and pious, but 
after associating for a while with the 
ungodly, would become as one of them; 
this made me fear, and I told the board- 
ers that I was a christian, and calculat- 
ed to ^Live before them as such, though 
at that time, I was far from what I ought 
to have been; yet I thought it most safe, 
to make bold and open professions, and 
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t»me up to the mark if possible. There- 
fee I attended many of the means of 
$race, and bore my cross in exhorting 
*ad praying. In a short time, I found 
myself living much nearer to God, than 
I had done for many months. The com- 
forts of religion were all restored, and 
Jesus smiled upon me. I was very 
happy for a long time, until the great 
duty of preaching the gospel was again 
presented before me, with the sin of 
neglecting it any longer. 1 thought, 1 
never can attempt to preach again ; at 
once I was in the dark, and knew not 
what to do. 

I left Manchester and wandered into 
the country, thinking I should find a 
place to work for my board, and go to 
school. The first night I staid at a 
tavern, got up before light, and took 
the wrong road, which led me much 
out of my way. I learned my mistake 
a^out seven o'clock. 1 \*as> ^sarj ^^ 
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felt discouraged, went into a house and 
asked for some breakfast ; the woman 
said that it would be ready in a few 
moments. I sat down on the settee, and 
thought of my condition, in a cold 
friendless world, called to preach with- 
out learning or talent, and tormented by 
the devil every hour in the day. Af- 
ter eating a very little, I went on my 
journey. The hollow wind was blow- 
ing, the yellow leaves falling, and here 
and there a flake of snow ; no singing 
birds were to be seen, all was desola- 
tion to me. I continued to travel until 
I reached home. 

Dec. 12, 1845. This day I am twen- 
ty one years old, few and evil have the 
days of my life been ; what has passed 
I know, but what is before me I know 
not ; I deeply regret that I did not con- 
tinue to preach, when I commenced 
last May. 

Jan. 9, 1846. I have no comfort at 
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all, I am cast down, lonely and wretch- 
ed. Oh, that I never had been born, 
there is no joy in the world for me. 

I once knew my duty, the good 
spirit of the Lord kindly taught me, all 
was clear ; but now, I am left in deep 
affliction, my friends cannot cheer me, 
nothing makes me happy. An awful 
judgment is before me, and perishing 
souls around me ; what to do, or where 
to begin, I cannot tell. 

12. Am very unwell, perhaps God is 
about to remove me, for my unfaithful- 
ness ; if I die I shall be lost, for, " Woe 
is unto me if I preach not the gospel." 

Feb. 19. If I could be blotted out of 
existence, and never remembered again, 
I would submit at once, for I cannot 
live so, much longer. 

I resolve, that by the grace of God, 
I will take up my long neglected cross, 
the first opportunity. All is dark before 
me at present, but oh Loi<i\ \ sxcl \*»&i 
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now, hasten the day, that I may come 
out of this horrible pit. 

March 1. Br. Ingraham sent me word, 
that he was at Copperass Hill, holding 
meetings,. £tH ^Wished me to come and 
hf lp him. The invitation was so un- 
expected and sudden, that it threw me 
into confusion, but after a little reflec- 
tion, I dared not refuse, as it might be 
of God ; therefore I went the same day, 
and attended meeting in the afternoon. 
In the evening we had a prayer-meet- 
ing, I talked and prayed, without any 
feelings or comfort. That yiight I put up 
with Br. Hubbard, and while at family 
prayer, I was greatly blessed, my bur- 
den of mind was removed, and my 
soul rejoiced in God my Saviour. The 
next day I went to Sharon, and while 
on my way, Br. Ingraham accidentally 
gave me a blow with the whip, just ovpr 
my eye, which bled profusely, and 
looked bad for a week. During the day, 
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he said to me, you will never undertake' 
to preach again will you ? I said, it is 
uncertain. 

Tuesday we had a prayer-meeting, 
and the melting power of God was in 
our midst, sinners came forward to be 
prayed for. and Jesus was present to 
bless the believing soul. 

Thursday, Br. I. preached at Mr. Tin- 
ner's, and I exhorted after him. Hero 
I met with a young lady, in a back- 
slidden state, I was veiy much burden- 
ed on her account, and in the mo ruins: 
took the liberty to talk plainly to her ; 
she wept, and promised to return to her 
offended God ; she soon found peace, 
and the last I knew of her, she was 
walking the narrow way. 

At one of our' meetings*, I requested 
an appointment to be given out for a 
meeting at Mr. Turners, with a design 
to preach on the occasion. 

When the day anivo^ \\ riv.\^\ wvV 
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everything looked discouraging. Br. In*; 
graliam said that he did not know about 
my holding meetings j that I had no li- 
cense, &c. I told him that I never ask- 
ed for license, and never meant to, that 
God had called me to preach the gos- 
pel, and that I had neglected it long 
enough, and was determined to go for- 
ward, and do my duty, if it killed me. 
When \?e arrived at the place of meet- 
ing, I boldly took my stand as a preach- 
er, and went through with the exercis- 
es the best I could. I heard afterwards, 
that I said many sharp things ; yet I 
had the satisfaction of hearing two back- 
sliders confess their wanderings, and 
promise to return .to the Lord. I went 
home encouraged, and praising God. 

March 18. Went to Orange, and at- 
tended a prayer-meeting the next eve- 
ning, where I saw S. Tarbell, for the 
first time. Sabbath evening I went to 
Bt. Tarbell's house, to a prayer-meet- 
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ing ; when I had taken my seat, he 
came, and wanted me to preach ; I told 
him, no ; but he insisted upon it ; — 
thinking that I had a few skeleton's, on 
familiar subjects, in my pocket, I took 
my place by the stand, and put my 
hand into my pocket, but could find 
nothing. I was Surprised, and trembled 
all over ; I would have given any thing; 
if I had not moved to the stand ; it was 
with much difficulty, that I could ap- 
pear any ways composed. I asked a 
man to open the meeting with prayer, 
who prayed all he knew, then went 
over with it about three times, after 
which, I commenced, and took for my 
text, " O Lord, revive thy work." The 
room was well filled with my former 
^chool-mates ; many wept, and we had 
a solemn time. After I sat down, Br. 
Tarbell wished me to preach again the 
next night, which 1 did. 

The next Sabbatl\e\ T GY\A\\^\ \^«w3sv- 
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e«! iii the meeting-house, from the ppr- 
a!;!e <£ the ten viraiiis. I had a good 
.scpson. hut some thought me exceeding 
severe. I r.sed those words that would 
best convey my meaning, whether they 
we:e rough or smooth. 1 was urged $o 
stay in the place a few days and hold 
meetings, but did not feel at liberty, so 
I went away the next morning. Went 
to (Jopperass Hill, to see Br. Ingraham, 
and asked him to give out an appoint- 
ment, at a place called New Boston, iii 
Norwich ; he was very reluctant, but 
ituaiiy consented to do so, and meet me 
there the next Sunday, which he did. 
We had an excellent time, many were 
deejly affected, and I trust that the 
iruit of that, and other meetings which 
we held in the same place, will appear 
i'j the tfreat day, to the glory of God. 

"Monday, April 12. Went to New 
Boston, and attended meeting, also one 
at o o'clock in the Turner School-bouse. 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHEH. 69 

This was the first time that I ever at- 
tempted to conduct a meeting alone. 

14. Not a cloud to hinder the sun 
from shining upon the earth, and not 
one between me and my Saviour ; bless- 
ed be God, that at last, I am in the way 
of duty. My peace is like a river. 

19. Attended meeting at N. Boston, 
two sons of wickedness, paraded them- 
selves in the midst of the congregation, 
and read a newspaper a part of the time, 
to their own disgrace ; but in my re- 
marks, I drew nearer and nearer to their 
conduct, which made them lay it aside. 

26. Preached at Copperass Hill for 
the first time ; I spoke of the old gray 
headed sinner, which created a consid- 
erable breeze among some, as there was 
only one man in the house of that des- 
cription. Stayed over night with Br. 
T., where I saw Ann Beede, who was 
under concern of mind ; but God set 
her soul at liberty that \\ugjc&\ toe&lW 
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sonic time, she adored the doctrine of 
Christianity ; hut after awhile, sheimu> 
'A:n[ :i moral young mail) without relig- 
ion, and soon was light and gay. May 
the Lord lead her back, before it is too 
late. 

May 3. Preached at N. Boston. One 
young man let a dog lick his face, v/hilo 
Br. In graham was lulling, which em- 
barrassed him much : after he sat down, 
1 arose, and rebuked them, saying, "there 
liny been seme disturbance here this 
morning, owing, probably, to the pres- 
ence of these beastVj .which would bo 
well to lecve at home." I was hover 
troubled with dogs afterwards at that 
place. 

(Sunday, 10. I have attended four or 
five meetings this week, and had some 
refreshing times. It grieves my heart 
to see many who profess religion, liv- 
ing so far beneath their privilege. Bless- 
ed be Gcdj seme are coming into per- 



•' 
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feet liberty. I am full* of camfort,*Je~* 
bus smiles upon me. I am becoming 
more strong, and steadfast in my chrfs- 
tian course. 

This morning I preached on C. Hill, 
and after meeting, the leacfing Metho- 
dist member, said he wished to speak 
to me alone, we went up the road, and 
he began to say, that I was too young 
and inexperienced, to talk so plain and 
harsh, aud that the brethren felt hurt, 
and wished him to inform me of the 
evil that was arising from my manner 
of preaching. I knew him to be a man 
who was looked upon as a christian, 
and every word he spoke, was like a 
dagger -in my heart. Br I., said, that I 
was shutting myself away from the 
brethren, and away from himself also f 
I told him, then good bye to all of you ; 
for if I seek to please man, I am not a 
servant of God. 

1 am passing Uucw^Vv *c\\\& ^nvjw. 
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trials ; yet thank God, I am on my jour- 
ney home. I have a fair prospect oJ 
Heaven ; soon I shall be beyond this vata 
of tears. Oh Lord give me grace to work 
and suffer ; may I never fall. 

May 3f* Went toN. Boston with Br. 
Wm. Ingraham, an Advent preacher, and 
a faithful servant of God. I undertook 
to talk in the morning, but was com- 
pletely shut up ; sat down ashamed, and 
wished to be out of sight at once. Ac- 
cordingly, I took my books, without 
saying a word to any one, and started 
for the woods, where I prayed the Lord 
to show me immediately, if it was not 
my duty to preach. After some time I 
went home, and thought if any one 
should find fault with me, I should an- 
swer them as a young man once did, 
"who felt it his duty to preach ; but tfiis 
brethren thought not ; however, he was 
so intent on preaching a trial sermon, 
that they finally consented ; a day was 



ae^a&d the y.onlig: man i^o^fitei WJe. 
pulpit ; lpefore him ^p.s & lamg cpngrA 
gtytipH, .gjfaherfid partly out *jf curiosity , 
AfV^r the text wag read, he jrcoceede(l 
to &iy : Bredreli and Sisters, ve learn 
fitnw thp-te£t that — Jt say we learn frofti 
this.te^t,- the text aqji . context, t wliat 
g;o£s 'bejfria and tyhat .£omtj| afteu, *vp 
ie^yi J say— dfierc he jpaus^d^ wiMBHi 
lug up, disQOvered^ma&y m\i$M)g: 
sni-j, you needent latf so, ^if dkyj^ 
ftyh it a m?zy matter to prea4l>, ju$t 
ciwne up and try. ■ ^ - 

21.4 Attended meqjing, and, heard iQL 
jjUlark preach. . He begajj 6maM ; but # 
uqw is a powerful pteac^or, aJidgwyntj^L 
fy?k)ved by |}1 who kuotfr him. 

4 am {jfraqupd f on aecoun{ of t^j3 
continual apppsiyoii, vhich I recjpivV 1 
i\x5m,tltopo \rt|^ profes^ be (Jh(istiahs # 
gnd wJio 3fe.ally qught to be si#tj. — 
Tilers-are those iftiheworl^.AvhowaiijL. 
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os^iot at*ill ; if anything goes different 

ftom what? their mother taught therrf, 

when ttey : were lpabies, they lire always 

greatly alarmed. Such, are worse than 

dead weights to any society. ' * 

'■ We enjoyed a gradual revival most 

of the sumtner; a large number of 

the youth were converted, a seriousness 

peBtf0bdtke entire place, nfceetings were 

^aUcittended 1 , and the blessing of the 

$prd wa^*upon us "generally. ." • 

^ The district had the misfortune ftSst 

ler, to get for a school-teacher, one 

the flirting kind, who loved vodii so-. 

cfcty Better than the school ; but this* 

Jj^ison they were dltermined to get one 

- that would aid- the reformation, rather 

sjfran hinder it, if such an \)rfe- could be 

found. After much ipquiry, we heard 

^f a lady in NqBvich, * ■*$$ was" said to 

be devotedly pious, and** so forward in 

-. 'rtligjons duty, thaljfehe would speaTj her 

vpifioTl jii»a Coogregationalisfctneetmg. 
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Br. Ingraham was sent with a. carnage, 
in search of one answering that des*- 
cription; after some time, she *was found j 
but had taken a school, and kept one 
day. He called at the door, and told her 
the condition of the place, and the de- 
sire of the people to get a christian teach- 
er. Though she did not feel as if she 
should meet their expectations, yet con- 
sented to go if the committee was wil- 
ling. After long hesitation he gave his 
consent, providing Br. Ingraham would 
hire another teacher, which he did, the 
same day, and brought Jane Healy to 
Copperass Hill, where she commenced 
her school with prayer every morning, 
and closed by singing at night. She 
was untiring in her efforts to benefit 
her scholars, both intellectually and 
spiritually/ All agreed, that a better 
school was never taught in the neigh- 
borhood ; yet some thought, that so 
much praying was i)iji(rioxisXoXJc^O«^- 
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dreil ; for it sat them all to praying'; 
some became very serious, and others 
found the comfort of religion. Some 
careful professors were disturbed with 
sister Hcaly's loud praying in the meet- 



nigs. 



June 28. I am deeply impressed with 
the importance of laboring more exclu- 
sively in the vineyard of my Lord. — 
Sinners are living without God, and 
dying without hope. The fields are 
white and ready to harvest. I want to 
be clear in the day of judgment. 

O Lord let me thy presence feel ; 

Drive darkness all away, 
Come, and all thy will reveal, 

Help me to watch and pray. 

July 8. Preached a part of the day 
in Thetford. The hearts of the people 
seemed to be well seared, as with a hot 
iron. 

12. Mr. P. Mason put up with Mr. 
Reynolds last night, and preached with 
us to day. Early in the morning he 
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sent a child to my room recAjpfing 
to come down and sqe hin$, whic] 
did ; he wanted to kiiow if I did not 
wish for an exhortor's license. I told him 
that 1 did not know as it would do any 
harm, or any good, for I calculated to 
preach, whether I had lisence or not ; 
that man had not called me to the work, 
and probably could do but little to help 
or hinder. The next day I received the 
lisence. 

17. Went to Father's, and as I con- 
sidered how kind my parents had always 
been to me, and the probability of our 
being separated at the bar of God ; 1 was 
sorrowful, and went away, leaving them 
preparing dinner. 

19. Held meeting at C. Hill ; could 
not talk hardly a bit in the forenoon. — 
At intermission I went into a grove, 
and sat do am discouraged, tried to pray ? 
but could not think of words to express 
my feelings ; my Yieaxt fe\X \*sx& *& *- 
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stone ; -^.greatly desired to enjoy the 
"prfsence 4 ^ my Saviour, but after all, 
could not help feeling indifferent to ev- 
ery thing. I heard the wagon's rol 
ling, and thought that the folks were 
all going away; yet I could net blame 
them, 1 would have given any thing, if 
I had dismissed the meeting for the day, 
when I left the house. 

Soon the bell began to ring, and I 
thought, how could any pan have cour- 
age to sound a bell for such a misera- 
ble speaker. I started for the house, 
and when I saw Mr. Reynolds, carrying 
a chair up the. hill for his sick wife, I 
was encouraged, thinking that if 1 he 
would take so much pains to have his 
wife attend in the afternoon, when he 
had heard the forenoon discourse, per- 
haps things were not so bad after al T 
Suddenly a ray of light shone into m; 
mind, and I praised the Lord. On en 
tering the house, I found more peopL 
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than were pre§ent^i5 the former part of 
t£e*day; I'^poke on^He^cdwjiih 1 ; 
. ifig of Christ, with great /reedom. (jhio 
backslider retunted from hisSratlder- 
iiigs, andjpne the Wednesday befcre. 
Tso the work goes on. 

Aug. 2. Preached at W. Norwich for 

• the first time. I saw bitt two that I 

knew. After meeting I went through 

their midst without speaking to any one, 

and returned home. 

3. This day has been one of inter- * 
est ; my soul is refreshed, my heart is 
filled with the love of God ; all is calm. 
Jesus is daily more precious to me. 

7. For a few days, I have had nei- 
ther power nor liberty in prayer ; it 
seems as if the Lord was out of hear- 
ing. I am in doubt in regard to my 
duty. I feel an impression to leave this 
place, and travel extensively, making 
it my entire business to proclaim the 
gospel. Oh for that Y\oYove«& cfiL , te»aft.\ 
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70a • LA3QRS OF THE 

for that endowment from on high ; for 
thdtinighty qualification fpr the iqi&JB* 
try... Great Gpd, : unveil thy fac6, aim 
raise my sinking spirit. • 

Aug. 8. My mind is wancjpring, and 
thoughts scattered ; I am much cast* 
down in view of my unworthiness. I V 
wish never to speak in public again, be-- 
ing destitute of all ministerial qualifica- 
tions. It is a wonder how I ever dared 
to commence such a work. I want to 
be made holy, that I may dwell in God, 
continually. 

Evening. Just returned from prayer- 
meeting, where I received a ray of light. 
Felt some interest for the sinner, and 
made a request for all to arise, who 
wanted religion. At first, none complied, 
which startled me, especially when I 
thought of meeting them in the day of 
eternity. I gave an exhortation cor- 
responding with my feelings. Before I 
had done speaking, one arose and re« 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PEE AC HER. 71 

quested prayers, but afterwards was 
ashamed of it, and became more rude 
than ever. The awful day is coming. 

12. Warned the poor sinner once 
more, and gave them an opportunity to 
arise for prayers ; a number arose for 
the first time, and some made confes- 
sions. I am encouraged to bear the 
cross of Christ. 

September 7. Since the above date, 
I have had many good times, and many 
poor ones. I have had my ups and 
downs, sometimes in the dark, and some- 
times in the light. I have long believ- 
ed entire sanctification to be my high 
privilege, and have had some hungering 
and thirsting for the blessing. I heard 
many say, that a Camp-meeting was a 
first rate place to get baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. I learned that one was to 
be held in Williamstown, and sat off for 
the place, with my expectations raised 
to the highest pitch, \lYq \\ «b^rrXs^ 
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22. Started on a tour north. Went 
to Hartford the first day. While on 
my way, I called at a barn to enquire 
theroad. Found a few women husking 
corn ; I worked a while, and recom- 
mended religion to them, then went on. 

23. Went to Pomfret, and visited a. 
family, where the woman was trying 
to be a christian ; her husband was a 
wicked man, and while I was praying 
he came home, opened the door, and 
skuffed across the floor to the stove ; I 
gave him a plain warning, then left for 
the next house, and staid all night. 

24. Went to Randolph, and put up 
with Mr. Libby, where I stayed the 
next day, it being rainy. 

Sunday 27. Went with Br. Taxball r 
to one of his appointments in Orange,, 
where I tried to speak in the afternoon, 
but could not get an inch from the text- 
Appointed a meeting for the evening r 
at the "Pratt SGhool-house r " where 1 
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flay religion, and should be obliged to 
return home, Wholly backslidden. I 
would not have stayed through, if I had 
not previously determined ' to do so.— 
On my way home, I felt truly forsaken, 
and disappointed; every thing went 
Wrong. While I was mourning, some- 
thing whispered in my ear, that, "If 
my faith in God, had been as strong as 
it was in the camp-meeting, I might 
have been blessed, not only at the meet- 
ing, but before I went." At once, I 
Saw my mistake, lamented my folly, 
and looked to the throne of mercy, re- 
lying alone upon the merits of Christ ; 
and soon my soul was at liberty* 

18. The gospel never looked more 
glorious than it does to day, nor the 
work of saving souls, more desirable. 
Lord, give me grace to serve thee accep- 
tably. 

4 "Sure I must fight if I would reign ; 
Increase my courage Lord ; 
I'll bear the toil, endure the %h&mt, 
Supported by thy w>i& " 

5 
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goosewing, and after much pulling an 
twisting, I drew out a' quill, which 
sharpened with a dull knife, then too^ 
a little ink, and carried the whole t< 
Mother, and requested her to make A 
which she did, then B, and -so on, unti 
I had learned every letter, and befor 
night could write any word I pleased. 

After holding a few meetings in Or 
ange and Washington, and seeing a fe\> 
back sliders reclaimed, (one of whicl 
died about a year after happy in God 
and hearing some others earnestly in 
quiring the way to Heaven, I left. 

Oct. 6. Went to Worcester, to visi 
a sister who lived in the back part o< 
the town. About 9 o'clock in th< 
evening, I went out into the pasture 
and knelt down near the grave o: 
Mr. Hall, who had been dead a num- 
ber of years, and while engaged ir 
prayer, a notorious wicked man came 
along in the road, (he was the son o\ 
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Mr. Hall,) and on hearing a noise, he 
stopped to ascertain what it was ; but 
praying not being very common in that 
part of the country, he was riot able. ' 

I learned afterwards, he said that on 
hearing the strange noise, he was never 
so scared in his life, that he was so ag- 
itated he could scarcely stand, for he 
really thought, that his father had risen 
from the dead. I held one meeting in 
the place, and after visiting some other 
towns, returned to Thetford. 

Sunday 18. Preached in the after- 
noon on C. Hill. After meeting I 
found many were displeased, especially 
the lukewarm ; they said hard things 
against me. Br. I., said he never felt 
so bad in his life, as he did to hear me 
preach in such a manner. I was clear 
before God, but greatly afflicted on ac- 
count of the opposition I met. 

In the evening, I attended the pray- 
er-meeting, andfo\m& ^xi\v3ci\^^\sa»^- 
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searching among the brethren. la 
prayer, God gave nie access to his 
throne, and I felt dead to the workl. — - 
On our way homo Br. I., said that he 
guessed that my sermon did them good 
after all. 

26. Mr. Reynolds let me have a 
room, in the house occupied by Mr. 
Towns, where I commenced boarding 
myself. 

This world is truly a vale of tears ; 
how void of enjoyment ; how empty 
of consolation; how destitute of all 
comfort. Oh, when shall I leave this 
house of clay 1 I can only pray for a 
spirit of resignation, and wait all my 
appointed time. I have a few mor 
tears to shed ; a few more sad and soj 
rowful hours to realize ; a few mo 
trials to endure ; a little longer to fa 
a frowning world. 

"I am a lonely traveller hare, 
Weary, oppressed." 
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Nov. 1. Br. Ingraham said, that the 
people at "Union Village" did not want 
to hear him preach, and also, that he 
had no liberty in trying to speak in that 
place, and wished me to go with him. 
I knew that many of the Methodists 
there had rather see any thing in the 
pulpit than myself ; this fact only made 
me the more bold ; I tormented them 
all day, by pouring upon their naked 
consciences the red hot truth. The 
Lord gave me great freedom of speech. 
Br. Mason once declared concerning that 
place, that he would not preach to a 
church which was built on a rum hogs- 
head ; that he would either preach rum 
out of them, or preach them out of the 
church. Father Wells was sent there 
on one occasion to preach ; who, after 
standing in silence for some time, and 
looking around, said, I see a great r^uiy 
red faces here, tut, tut, brethren, that 
will never do. 
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Nov. 3. Mr. Town said, that he 
wanted me to move my things away 
immediately, for he could not, nor would 
not endure so much loud praying* I 
said but little, but was sad. At noon 
he told me to stay as long as I pleased. 
Mr. Town was a peculiar man in many 
respects. He died in California, leaving 
an excellent wife, and a little daughter. 

One. wave of trouble after another, 
beats upon me, yet my ' trust is in the 
Lord. About this time the school closed, 
and sister Healy returned to her Moth- 
er's house. She ever stood by me in 
all my trials, was a woman of deep ex- 
perience, well calculated to impart re- 
ligious instruction, and consolation to 
all who needed it ; modest and retiring 
in her manners, plain in her dress, in- 
cessant at the altar of prayer, and faith- 
fiiliin every religious duty. I remem- 
bered for along time, her last kind look, 
as we bade each other farewell. 
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Sunday 15. Attended meeting at W. 
Norwich. Br. Harding, the Presiding 
Elder, wanted me to go to Athens, and 
preach with Br. House, through the win- 
ter. I knew not what to say, and gave 
no answer until the next morning, when 
I consented to go. 

Dec. 1. I started on a journey of six- 
ty miles, among entire strangers. None 
but those who have had similar trials, 
can know my feelings. Stayed on Han- 
over plain, N. H., the first night with 
A. Beede. The next day, it snowed and 
rained alternately until night, and I 
travelled to Cornish, and put , up at a 
filthy tavern. Early in the morning, 
went to Windsor, Vt., and stayed till 
the next day ; then hired my passage 
in the stage, to B. Falls. I rode with 
a profane gang all day ; was glad to 
quit their society, on arriving at the 
Hotel. When I had sat by the fire a 
few minutes, 1 was almost cvarz^j ^w&r.- 



*■;' 



f.< 



82 LABORS OF THE 

count of a continual itching, occasion* 
by a flannel under-shirt, which I ht 
lately put on; I called for a room, at 
dismissed it at once. More than a mont 
afterwards I was in agony whenever 
became warm, either by night or da; 
Went to Br. House's, who was gls 
of some help, though it might be ev< 
so poor. 

Sunday 6. Preached in Athens f< 

!:.■■ the first time; when about half ws 

through, my skeleton dropped from tt 
bible, and went sailing out among tt 
congregation ; after some time I got 

|| and went on again ; so much for depei 

ing on a piece of paper. 

$j 9. Preached as well as I could : t^w 

arose for prayers ; the Lord seems to I 
among the people. Stayed over nigl 
with Br. Barnes. Sister B. pitied ir 

; ;\ for my bashfulness, and was a motlu 

LI M to me all the time that I was on tt 

"■v circuit 
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12. Went to Brookline, and was so 
diffident, that I could scarcely look at 
any body. I borrowed a pair of green 
glasses to wear, in order that I . might 
look folks in the face, without their 
knowing it. 

27. Of late, I have held meetings 
most of the time, and visited from house 
to house ; have waded through drifts of 
snow, travelled in the storm, and been 
coolly received by some ; have seen 
many enquiring souls, weeping eyes r 
and rejoicing saints. God is my help- 
er, in Him I trust. A little dictionary 
which sister Healy gave me, my Bible r 
and Wesley's Sermons are my chief 
study. 

I am tired of so much company, am 
obliged to do my reading while walking 
the road, or in some cold room. If it 
was only warm weather, I would go 
where I should not hear so many bawl- 
ing children. I find but fevi Nrt\R>\ssstf* 
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the nack of keeping order in their fam- 
ilies. 

31. My mind was dark for some rea- 
son, I know not what ; I tried to pray, 
but had no feelings. The devil told me 
that I had better give up and go home j 
I said, no, I will serve God the best i 
can, if I go to hell at last. 

In the evening, attended a watch- 
tneeting at Brookline, and the Lord was 
among us ; I preached the first sermon, 
after which, We had a powerful prayei- 
meeting, some spoke that never did be- 
fore, and all felt the divine presence, 
Br. House preached an excellent ser- 
mon, and we all returned home refresh- 
ed, and joyful in heart. The devil did 
not present himself among us. I sup- 
pose that he attended the ball, at a tav- 
ern about ten rods from our meeting. — - 
Oh, how good the Lord is to me ; I 
have reason to humble myself before 
him. After our meeting bcoke u^ I cast 
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my eye towards the chamber of sinj and 
felt solemn, to think that the youth were 
so thoughtlessly dancing their way to 
hell. 

Jan. 7, 1847. It rained all day: in the 
evening I went to my appointment at 
So. Athens, while it thundered and 
lightened fearfully. 1 spoke to about 
ten persons, on the Judgment : we had 
a solemn time. 

Sunday, ly. Arose in tje morning, 
and looked my bible through for a text, 
but could find none : however, I was 
obliged to go to meeting ; preached 
quite decent in the forenoon, but in the 
afternoon it was poor enough ; I wound 
up as soon as it would do, and went 
away feeling rather poor. In the eve- 
ning, went to the meeting find sat down 
to meditate upon my condition. The 
folks kept coming in, until the house 
was most full. I was surprised to see 
many, who attended m^j vb^j xaw&»%\ v 
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for I had no idea that they would 
come again. After sermon, some s 
and some arose for prayers. Many 
ed me to come again the same we 
knew not but they were mockinj 
seeing I had made out so poor thr 
the day. I had many invitations to 
ing; but as it was not convenie 
be in only one place at a time, of co 
I denied some. 

14. Attended donation at Br. i 
bins', did not enjoy it at all throug 
day, the people were coming and { 
continually ; it was 

Donation, clutter, clutter, 
A little pork, a little buttor, 
A little meal, a little cheese. 
A little of every thing you please. 

In the evening I had a good 
preaching to the youth ; one start- 
the Heavenly way. • 

15. I was happy, and went tc 
appointment at So. Athens, praising 
aloud, where L found Br. House; he 
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his seat where he could look roe direct- , 
ly ia the face, which embarrassed me 
at first j but soon I lost the f(*tr of man, 
and, preached from, " Why will ye die.*" 
The School teacher arose and said, that 
it was no time for him to dally, and re- 
quested an interest in the prayers of 
christians : he was soon converted, and 
now is a preacher of the gospel. Bless- 
ed be God for his wonderful works. — ' 
Staid over night with Br. Oliver Per- 
ham. A great change has come over 
that family since. About two years 
ago, one of his sons died with the fe- 
ver. A few weeks before, he was at a 
camp-meeting in Putney, and was ear- 
nestly entreated by his pious Father, 
to give his heart to God ; but he refus- 
ed. His Father then went to Br. As- 
pinwall, the Presiding Elder, and with 
tears in his eyes, asked him to talk with 
his son, which he faithfully did, and 
invited him to go forward \.o \ta& *!&ss. 
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of prayer; he still refused, and in a few 
weeks was in the grave. Injhi§ last 
hours, sojne thought that he fouiijl par- 
don, but it is very doubtful, sick bed 
conversions are very unsound, general- 
ly. His brother was thought to be past 
recovery, and also that he had experi- 
enced religion ; but when health re- 
turned, he was as deep in sin as ever. 
In a few days, Br. Perhani left the 
world praising God ; he was the main 
pillar in the Church at Athens. . 

Not long after. Sister Pcrham died 
in the Lord : thus the family is broken 
up, and the children scattered ; may 
they so live, as to meet their dear par- 
ents, in the better world. 

Peb. 7. I preached in Athens all 
day, and lodged with L. D., he has mor^ 
form 'than power. 

8. Stayed with Mr. W., a Univers 
list : he got mad, and raved like a wi 
man ; he is now dead : it was thoug 
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that his confidence in uuiversalism, was 
much shaken in his last moments. Be- 
ware, O man ! lest you fall where no 
arm can save you. 

The next day, I went to see Br. 
House, and on my way, called on Mr. 
O. I asked him if he enjoyed religion, 
he said no, but thought that he was as 
good as his neighbors. I told him that 
he ought to be careful for the?, interest 
of his soul ; he replied, that he was not 
sure whether men had souls or giz- 
zards, but rather thought they had 
nothing but gizzards after all. I found 
him so inconsistent that I soon left, 
thinking, although he might have a 
gizzard, yet I was sure every body 
else had souls. 

14. Preached at N. Townsend, and 
lodged with Mr. S. The woman had 
more tongue than brains, her religion 
seemed to be all in her mouth. 
March 9. Went to "PuXua^ Xo ^ Quaax- 
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tcrly meeting, and had & good seal 
Since the above date, I have been h 
ing meetings most of the time ; t 
had many refreshing seasons; I 
seen some good done, and hope m 
is done which is not seen. Blesse( 
God for the consolations of experin 
tal religion. My son] is drawn on 
meditating upon the boundless lov 
God. His watchful care has ever I 
over me ; I am blessed in lying do 
and rising up. What shall I rendc 
the Lord for all his goodness. 

11. Went to a School-house 
built a fire, hoping to be free from 
much noise, and company. 

I am exceeding lonely most of 
time, I cannot bear to stop in any p 
longer than is absolutely necessary 
have no one to share my joys 01 
rows. Many a day, 1 have shut 
self away in some barn, or school-h 
to weep, read, and pray. I shall 
i r et liirough. 
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20. Held a meeting where three per- 
sons confessed, and took a new start 
for Heaven. 

24. Stayed with Br. Dyer last night. 
His wife has lately come into the light; 
they have a family of well behaved 
children, which is a rare thing these 
days. 

O that I may improve my days, 

As God would have me do ; 
Be meek and humble in my ways, 

And conversation too. 
Here, lonely hours compass me round. 

And Satan rages too, 
Temptations are on every hand ; 

With foes I have to do. 
But in that brighter world on high, 

Where saints immortal dwell, 
My gospel trump will be lain by, 

And devils bound in hell. 

April 21. Went to Newfane, and 
bought some cloth for a coat, and called 
at a Tailor's shop to have it cut ; the 
man was very important, and answered 
my questions, just as if I had no busi- 
ness to speak in his \&es£&g&. k w \\sS\. 
6 
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him, and went to Townshend, where I 
found a christian, who done my work 
to order. He was a lame man, meek 
and agreeable, both in his conversation 
and manners ; I thought, does religion 
make this difference between the two 
Tailors ? if it does, give it to me for my 
portion forever. After the coat was cut, 
I started with it for the south part of 
Athens, when within two miles of the 
place where 1 designed to stop, being 
in a hurry, I thought I could save a lit- 
tle by going across. I soon became be- 
wildered, and was led over hills, through 
vallies, and all the while in the wrong 
direction. After a number of hours of 
hard labor, I came into a road near 
Brookline, and soon vasset right again. 
I almost broke my ankle, and met with 
many inconveniences, while wanderin/ 
in by and forbidden places. From ttd 
I learned to go the way I knew to 
right, and not trust to uncertainty 
either in spiritual or tem\*>ra\. xoax: 
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185. Went to Brattleboro'. I had been 
annoyed so much the past winter, with 
squeaking clocks, I purchased a bottle 
of clock oil, calculating to stop that 
noise, occasionally ; I also bought a few 
small tools. 

About this time I returned to Thet- 
ford. On Athens circuit I saw, and ex- 
perienced much of the goodness of God. 

The Presiding Elder wished me take 
another circuit after conference, which 
I was willing to do, but being most out 
of money, and having no way to get 
any, I thought I would try the clock 
business a few days. 

One morning I put my tools into a 
little trunk, and started out as a clock 
repairer, I enquired at every house from 
Thetford to the west pond in Strafford, 
but found nothing to do, began to be 
discouraged, and thought of leaving the 
business. About noon, 1 went into a 
house, and the man \vas\wa. ^re»X^tts&. 
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to have his clock fixed ; I looked at ii 
hut never saw such an one before ; I he* 
itated a moment ; it was no time tobacl 
out ; so I took it down, and as the fam 
ily were all gone except the man, api 
he went out to ploughing, I had 
grand chance to , look it over ; I wa 
very careful to observe where ever 
wheel went, and which side up the; 
stood. After learning what I could, ant 
repairing what was necessary, I put i 
up, and it ticked regular and nice, as i 
proud of being the first one. The res 
of the day I had good luck, receive* 
about two dollars, the next day as mud 
more, and so on. 

May 3, 1847. Went to Manchester 
N. H., and visited my sister Betsey 
from thence to Boston, then back 
Manchester ; by this time my mon 
was rather low again. 

9. Started for Athens, on foot, fi 
clocks all the way. 
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11. Earned two dollars and stayed 
all night in Antrim, with Silas Hardy, 
found good entertainment. 

Saturday 12. Went to Stoddard and 
stayed till Monday, attended meeting 
on the Sabbath. 

18. Arrived at Athens, and made 
thirteen dollars on my way. I have re- 
ceived my appointment, which is on 
Wardsboro circuit. I have been doing 
so well in money matters, I began to 
hope that. I should not be required to 
travel a circuit this year ; but 1 must 
go, which makes me feel solemn. I 
hardly feel fit to deal in sacred things ; 
I wish to be in the way of duty, for I 
am sure that Heaven must be better 
than Hell. 

If I'm ashamed my cross to bear, 

While in this world I stay, 
A Crown of life I cannot wear, 

In yonder blissful day. 

24. Went to Wardsboro, and found 
Br. Charles Kellogg, the \ra&d&sa. ybl 
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house happy in my soul ; I felt willing 
to do, or be, any thing, that I might 
finish my course with joy. 

On the Sabbath, I preached to more 
than could get into the house, from, 
44 Many are called but few are chosen." 

At 5 o'clock, preached at the Centre. 

During the week, I visited Br. N. 
Howe, who has been an itinerant preach- 
er for twenty years. His wife enjoys 
the blessing of Sanctification. She gave 
me some light on the subject. O that 
I had it, how much more useful I might 
be. 

After this, I went to Rossen Ville, in 
Jamaica, where I put up with a Metho- 
dist family. They had just religion 
enough, to each of them hold a child 
twp or three years old, to avoid kneel- 
ing in time of prayer ; this practice is 
getting quite fashionable. There axe a 
great many stiff knees among professors 
of religion now-a-d&y*\ \etaa^& ^e^ 
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salve of humility might do them sow 
good. 

The next day was excessively warm „ 
and I went to Londonderry to see Br. £ t 
but as he had gone, I called on a Meth- 
odist Preacher, calculating to stay un- 
til the next day, as I was tired, and it 
being a number of miles to any place 
where I was acquainted. When I told 
him how I was disappointed in not 
finding Br. I. he remarked, " Well Broth- 
er, you had better not return until just 
at night, when it becomes cooler ; when 
I went to the door, he said again, " If I 
had a horse I would parry you a piece.' ' 
I thought that he wished to get rid of 
me, so I went to Landgrove, and put 
up with an unbeliever, and fixed his 
clock to pay him for my lodging. 

July 9. Went to Jamaica, and put up 
with Mr, Robbinson, gave out my ap- 
pointment in School, and commenced 
studying my discourse. 
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10. Went to a back lot, and stayed 
in an old shed all day, picked some 
strawberries for dinner, and had a good 
time. 

11. Preached in the neighborhood, 
to a large number of people, where I 
found most all destitute of saving grace. 

17. Preached in Rossen Ville, to a 
house full, had a class at noon, of about 
twenty-five ; many of them were \mell 
adorned with artificial flowers, and oth- 
er ornaments. I preached some out of 
the class, while others laid aside their 
posies. 

Some were pleased, and others were 
offended. I do not know how Metho- 
dist parents can adorn themselves and 
their children with ornaments, which 
are not only forbidden by their Disi- 
pline, but also by God's Word. 

The time has been, when people were 
convicted, before they were converted ; 
and when converted, a chsrn^ ^^^Sa*- 
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ible in their whole course of conduct 
but howjs it now? Why, some an 
even urged to say that they feel better 
that they think God has blessed them 
and thus, they are comforted withou 
being saved ; and in a few weeks, an 
seen walking in the old paths of sin 
and are called backsliders. No man 
with eyes and sense, need be urged ti 
say, that he thinks himself free fron 
pain, or that he can see the light. So 
no person, who is truly converted t 
God, is under the least necessity, » 
having another tell them, that their si 
are pardoned, and they accepted in f 
sight of Heaven. Some are more » 
ous to get people into the Church, f 
to get them to Glory. It may be 
to belong to a church ; it is also 
to have the name registered on 
first. 

One day, as I was going to thr 
part of Jamaica, I called on P 
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Qassleader, who has lately given up 
family worship,' and I thought, sure 
enough, a blind leader of the blind. 

Another time, as I was travelling in 
the road, I saw a man near by, mow- 
ing, and asked him, if he was cutting 
his way through this unfriendly world 
to the promised rest ? he replied no, and 
did not believe it necessary to trouble 
himself about the future. I exhorted 
him to seek the Lord with all his heart, 
as he might be called soon, to give up 
his account ; not long after that, he 
went after a load of wood, and was 
kilied instantly, by the falling of a tree. 
In life we are in the midst of death. 

One day I took dimier where there 
was a vain young lady, with a number 
of rings on her fingers. I asked her, if 
she supposed, that her friends would 
take the rings from her fingers, when 
she was in the coffin ; she blushed, and 
replied, that she did not, ksio^N « kS&wfc* 
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a year from that time, she was calk 
away by death ; but I was told, thi 
she died in the Lord. 

As I was going across the lot on 
day, to put up with a Methodist man, 
found him getting in hay, very happi 
with a rum jug in a cool shade ; an 
may be, he had taken a little durin 
the day, for that night, he was take 
with a fit, and about midnight I heai 
a voice calling out, O ! Mr. Camp ! g< 
up quick, for my husband is dying, 
went into his room, and found him 
a wretched state, and said, bum' / 
done this. 

The next day I called on a pre 
sor of religion, and asked him to 
something towards buying a tent 
said hard things about Camp-mee 
and talked so unbecomingly, that 
cd him, if he got his religion at a * 
meeting, he said no. I then ask* 
if he lost it at a cam^osetuig \ 
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he became irritated, and I left him to 
his own reflections. 

One Sabbath, as I was going to meet- 
ing, I found, when most there, I was 
too early, so I went over a bank, a lit- 
tte out of sight, and after praying, be- 
gan to talk over what I intended to say 
to the people ; when I came in sight 
of the road, I saw a man and woman, 
stopping to hear the discourse. I went 
on, and found a house full of folks, to 
whom I preached with freedom, while 
many were in tears. At intermission, 
one woman took the flowers from her 
bonnet. 

At 5 o'clock the same day, I preach- 
ed at Bond Ville, and after meeting was 
ihformed that a preacher was preserit, 
who had told the people that I could 
not f)rosjf>er in that Town, because I in- 
troduced myself so strangely among 
them, by posting up written notices on 
the fence, trees, imWAo^ fcw.. \s\.^- 
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> short time he lost his influence, aru 

j moved away. My meetings were throng 

ed with people, and some good was don< 
all around. God owned my feeble la 
bors to some extent, and let me kno\* 
that I did not labor altogether in vain. 
i Aug. 23. Yesterday I attended meet 

ing at North Wardsboro, where a min 
ister and his wife talked to me severely 
for not dressing better. I told then 
that I dressed as well as my money 
purse and conscience would admit, 
went away sorrowful, and thought fo: 
a while, that I would wear better clothes 
but my mind became dark, and I al- 
tered my intention, thinking that the 
favor of God was better than that oj 
man. I have no doubt, but what mj 
brethren are as good, or better than 
myself; yet I cannot in conscience, act 
as they do, neither do I expect them tc 
conform to me. My trials will soon be 
ended 
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I wjint to be more humble, more meek, and more mild . 
More lowly in heart, and more like a child. 

27. Have been refreshed while visit- 
ing from house to house. Some are 
living near to God, while others are 
tardy in their christian course. I found 
one family very much backslidden, al- 
though they had left the church in or- 
der to keep out of hell. The woman 
said, tliat she had mostly given up vocal 
prayer, and thought mental prayer was 
better. How dangerous tq reason with 
the enemy. After I left this place I 
went into the woods and sat down by A 
a brook, and Wrote thus : 

How cool and refreshing, is my stay by this stream, 
While sweetly meditating on Jesus my theme, 
An old, aged log, does well for a seat. 
My carpet, are pebbles which lay at my feet. 

28. 1 feel a gentle settling into God's 
will ; there is peace in believing. 

Glory be to God on high, 
I'll sing his praise until I die, 
And after death, forever more, 
I'll sing on Crown.'* ha^i ^t*» 
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Sept. 1. T helped make a tent ; ei 
erythiiig was in regular confusion, ^ 
else it was all in myself. When a ma 
is drunk he thinks everything is drunl 
the trees reel, and .the fences run; 
backslider looks upon ail asbacksliden 

(j. Last Friday I went to Winhal 
and put up with a man who gave m 
some good milk, and a little sour, mou 
dy bread, for my supper ; being hungr 
I ate as well as I could, asking no quei 
tions. Although they professed to \ 
Methodists, I could not get one of the 
to kneel in time of prayer. Lord h* 
mercy on such. From thence, I w 
to see a man who was a class-lea 
and once preached the gospel ; b 
now conformed to the world, andT 
to be rich. 

Sunday morning. Br. Packard 
from Jamaica, who lias preached 
times and we went to meeting 
we had good attention. 
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_ It *fe torse o%Ur. Howard, 
,_ . JSrdijfc./fioMars.' ' He said when I 
"■•ftorffi ir^that be thoiight a horse would 
_ t fie a bufi.len \a me, rather than a help, 
for if tftere should come a drifting time, 
I should be under the necessity of hir- 
ing it kept, which would cost consider- 
able. My soul was grieved, and I 
thought, that if I was among a people, 
who required a poor preacher to labor 
for mere nothing, and charge him for 
horse-keeping, I had better be off; and 
I told him so. 

Br. S., said, that St. Paul did not 
have a horse, and he did not think that 
I ought to burden the brethren with 
one ; I told him that the world was my 
field, and that if I spent my time in. 
preaching the gospel, I should try to 
find folks who had souls. Immediately 
.left the place, and sent back word, that 
I should come in about two weeks, and 
preach to them for the last, tvraa^ \sxAsaa. 
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, .. I found thinjn different* Wf&n 4 

■ .■ | evening arrived, I left my ho^se ill Str§* 

' j \ ton, and went in the rain to the appoift 

i ; !'" ment, and found the house crowded. 

- ■ preached from, "Quench not the Spirit. 

; : | After meeting, the people huddled aroun 

'■ me, and with one consent, entreated m 

not to leave them, saying, that in m 

absence, they had drawn up a pape 

and enough was signed to pay me m 

whole claim ; also, that the two me 

who had talked grudgingly, were sorr 

and that all the folks would be glad t 

keep me, and my horse, as long as 

was willing to stay. I preached wit 

them through the year, with a gres 

k , § . deal of pleasure. I found a good hoir 

. : ' .with Br. Shepherd's family ; his wt 

'. ";' is a strange woman, yet very kiijd ; 

shall never forget, how untiringly si 
!..; watched over me, when I was one 

'. sick at their house. 

vWthough Br. ftagc, did not belon 
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to any church, yet he was very good 
to me, I was always welcome with his 
family; his wife was a heavenly mind- 
ed woman ; she lived near to God ; I 
was always comforted, and encouraged 
by her conversation. She died in peace, 
and may her three daughters, strive to 
meet her in Heaven. Many others were 
very kind. 

I well recollect that the first time I 
was ever in this neighborhood, I went 
along the street singing, 

Jesus, I my cross hare taken, 
All to leave and follow thee ; &c. 

Mrs. Hines looked out at their door, 
and when she saw me carrying my 
trunk, she pitied me because I was 
among strangers, and sent her little girl, 
desiring that I would come back and 
stop with her family a few days. 

12. Went to Camp-meeting, and on 
my way, called at East Townshend^ 
and found my -w&taYi rascAsA-v *»&>*• 
7 
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dollar charged, but as I did not lx^ r 
money enough to pay, I left it. 

We had an excellent meeting ; inaflv 
were converted, and some reclaimed.--^^ 
One young lady,, was almost in des- 
pair for three days ; she found peace, 
and returned home ; her father threat- 
ened to turn her out of doors ; may the 
Lord give her grace to endure all things. 

Saturday, we took the parting hand, 
and it was a solemn time. The ne&t 
day, I preached in Stratton, and in the 
class-meeting, requested all that would 
pray twice a day, for four weeks, for 
clean hearts, and a revival of God's 
work, to arise ; all arose except one. 

26. Last Thursday our grove meet- 
ing commenced at Jamaica. Some good 
\^as done. On Friday I preached, and 
displeased some. Saturday, went to No. 
Townshend, and held a meeting in the 
evening ; a few came forward to the 
altar, and desired to be prayed for. 
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I often think, that I would like to 
have some one to sympathize with me, 
when all worn down with excessive la- 
bor. I love God and his cause, and feel 
saved from my sins ; yet, somehow I 
am very lonely. 

I would not live always, I ask not to stay, 
Where storm after storm, rises ttark o'er the way. 

Oct. 22. Of late r my time has been 
taken up in preaching, praying, and 
visiting ; I have had many precious sea- 
sons, and have passed through many 
trying scenes. 

Last Saturday, I went to Jamaica, 
and tried to preach, but felt miserably. 
Before me, Br. Spencer, a man of God, 
travelled this circuit, and some of the 
people, think more of him, than they 
do of their Saviour ; I hear a great deal 
of unnecessary talk about him every 
where ; 1 have Br. Spencer for break- 
fast, dinner, and supper. 

Nov. 14. NotVon^ s\m^\*Vs^^^ 
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a place, where' the man was backslid 
den, and would swear like an infidel. ~^ 
tried to show him his awful condition 
he saw where he was, and is now hap* 
py in a Saviour's love. 

15. Preached in Stratton, some were 
offended, and stayed away in the after- 
noon. I took for my text, " he that 
hath ears to hear let him hear." I told 
them, first, that they must not come in 
the afternoon, to hear a morning's ser- 
mon. (Some were late.) Secondly, hear 
attentively, fold the newspapers, and 
lay aside the books, (some were read- 
ing,) and be careful and not get to sleep; • 
also, keep a smooth face, and not whis- 
per until meeting is out. Thirdly, hear 
with a teachable disposition ; some are 
so wise, that they cannot learn any 
thing. Fourthly, hear with self appli- 
cation, and not be so benevolent, as to 
give it all to your neighbor. 
December 30. 1 have preached from 
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ten to tw6nty-five times in a month, 
for a long time ; I seldom stay more 
than one or two nights in a place, and 
come around once in about four weeks. 
The Lord has dealt bountifully with 
me, yet I do not see all that good done, 
which I could wish. 

I have many discouragements, and 
sometimes doubt whether I am called 
to preach. 

One night I dreamed, that I was trav- 
elling across a battle field, with Mr. 
Wesley ; the balls went every side of 
us, but we were not injured, nor afraid. 
I saw many slain, and some dying. I 
asked Mr. Wesley, why the Methodists 
did not prosper as in days past ; he said, 
that the Ministers were not right ; that 
many ran before they were sent ; I told 
him, that I was one of them, and cal- 
culated to stop soon, he hushed me with 
a rebuke, and I awoke, with the im- 
pression, to keep about txcj Wi\&ss^ 
and doubt no mote. 
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Jail. 5. Visited my Father's fatml 
in Thetford. 

7. Started for my circuit again, oiLd 
put up with Mrs. Baley, in Hartford. — 
I fixed her clock, and had a good visit 
with the children ; I layed in a cold 
room, and nearly froze before morning; 
got up ^s soon as a fire was built, and 
was sick all day. Went to Hartland. 
I never shall forget the last hill which 
I ascended, before coming to the vil- 
lage ; I had liked to have fallen in the 
road ; my strength was all gone. With 
much difficulty, I reached the house of 
Mr. A. Smith, a Methodist preacher, 
who was unknown to me. I knocked 
at the door; a large woman, with black 
eyes, came and opened it ; and I said, 
it is Saturday night, and as I do not 
wish to travel on the Sabbath, I called 
to enquire, if I could be accommodated 
here until Monday morning ; she, not 
knowing who, or what I was, replied, 
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oh yes, you shall be welcome to our 
fare, walk in. The way that she spoke, 
was as the healing balm to my soul 
and body. I remained there four days, 
and received the kindest attention. One 
day while at Mr. Smith's, I felt very 
lonely, and went into my room to pray ; 
while on my knees, I was suddenly im- 
pressed, to write to Jane Healy. I, had 
not heard from her for about eighteen 
months. Previous to this time, I never 
had a thought of trying to get her for a 
wife ; and now 1 did not know but she 
was married, or if she was not, I had 
but little idea that she would have me. 
I thought much about this matter until 
Spring; but the cross appeared so great, 
I did not write. 

16. Preached in Jamaica. My clothes 
were so poor, that the people were a- 
shamed of me, and went to work and 
got me some that were better. 
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March 5. Wrote a letter to my sister 
Betsey, who worked in Manchester, N. 
Hampshire, saying : — 

Take care your health and money too, 

Be wise in all you say or do ; 

Above all things, lay up on High, 

A treasure that shall never die. 

Things of earth, they pass away ; 

All are subject to decay ; 

The owned and owner soon shall be 

Forever in ETERNITY! 

When I think of that dread day, > 

That is not far from us away, 

Oh, how I wish that you might share, 

Salvation here, and meet me there ; 

Where not a wave shall ever roll, 

To grieve the true believer's scul ; 

But all is peace forever more, 

On Canaan's bright and happy shore. 

28. Left the circuit for Thetford; 
intending to find Jane Healy if I could. 
I fixed clocks all the way. One night 
I found myself in Pomfret, very tired, 
and without a place to lodge. I en- 
quired for Methodists, and soon called 
on a family ; but of course they were 
sick, and according to custom, sent me 
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to the next house, where I asked' for 
accommodations, but was refused. I 
felt bad, and went out of doors, and be- 
gan to pray ; they then desired irfe to 
tarry. After I had paid my bill in the 
morning, I told them that I was a 
poor Methodist preacher, sent out a- 
mong strangers, to call sinners to re- 
pentance. They being Methodists, be- 
gan to make some apologies. 

While at Thetford, I was called in 
to see Mary P., who was near the gate 
of death ; she was unconverted, and 
clinging to life ; I tried to show her the 
danger of her condition, and point her 
to Jesus ; but she hoped to live, and 
made but little effort for salvation. 

April 7. I called again to see the 
dying girl ; her eyes were rolling in 
every direction, and her distress of 
mind was awful ; at one time she star- 
ted up, and exclaimed, " I shall die ? I 
am not ready !" While sha ^^s» :^&Rr- 
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ously moaning, her mother asked, arq 
you in pain my child ? No, mother^ 
she replied, not my body, but my^ 
mind ; in a few hours she closed he*o 
eyes. How dreadful to die without 
hope. 

The next Sabbath, she was buried 
in the cold grave. The young man 
who drove the hearse on the occasion, 
was carried in it the next Sabbath to 
the same place. How uncertain is life. 

get ready. 

After praying with the afflicted fam- 
ily, I went to Strafford. At this time, 

1 had made up my mind to return to, 
my field of labor, without making any 
enquiry concerning Jane ; I thought 
the prospect was so small, that I might 
as well give it up, first as last. While 
on my way to Strafford, I saw a man 
from Copperass Hill, and asked him 
about the people, the state of religion, 

ike, finally, I enquired if the school had 
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commenced, he said it had ; I then ask- 
ed, who taught it, he replied, " Sister 
Healy." I was very much surprised, 
but said no more. When I returned, 
I made it in my way to go over Cop- 
perass Hill, and hold a meeting. I put 
up with Br. Allard ; one of the little 
girls, ran into the school and said, Br. 
Camp has come ! After the school 
closed, Jane came into Br. Allard's, and 
we were glad to see each other, after 
being so long absent. I felt very small 
in her presence, and my courage failed 
me ; therefore I went away without 
doing my errand, and felt burdened. 

9. It being Sunday, I attended meet- 
ing in Thetford, and preached in the 

evening at Copperass Hill ; while at Br. 

Allard's, I asked Jane for her writing 

materials, when I wrote the following : 

April 9, 1848. 

Sister Healy : I must do my duty. 

however crossing it msc^ W YaskVcc«- 
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uary, one morning, while on my knee_ 
engaged in prayer, it was suddenly su^ ^ 
gested to my mind, that I ought to sev 
a certain lady, for the purpose of intrc^ 
ducing a most important subject, which 
was then spread before my mind ; but 
as I was not fully 'satisfied that I 
was rightly influenced, I have put off 
doing anything about it until the pres- 
ent ; in days past, 1 have thought 
that I was influenced by the spirit of 
God, when in fact, I was not, and it 
may be so in the present case. 

But surely, there can be no harm, in un- 
burdenening my own soul, at this time. 
Being desirous to have this whole mat- 
ter forever settled, I beg leave to propose 
two questions : 

First, Are you engaged to any per- 
son ? 

Secondly, Would you change your 
present condition ? 

/ received no reply mwft \ta next 
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morning. That night, I dreamed that 
a little girl came running in, and said 
to me, "Do you know that sister Healy 
is going to be married." I replied, no, 
and felt deeply disappointed. 

In the morning I received the follow- 
ing: 

Br. Camp, I was surprised on reading 
the few lines which you handed me, 
and will reply, that I am not engaged 
to any person, also that I have no desire 
to change my condition, unless I can 
thereby glorify God. 

I then handed her the following : 

I am glad that you are determined to 
do nothing without the divine approval. 
I wish to ask one question more. 

Will the Lord permit you to become 
my companion, and with me, share the 
joys and sorrows of life, while laboring 
in the vineyard of Christ ? After you 
are fully persuaded what is your duty, 
please give me aaausraet. Vnkw^ss^ 
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done my duty, and shall leave all th& 
results with God. Farewell. 

10. Preached at Mr. P.'s where Mary- 
died ; we had a solemn time, six or 
seven arose for prayers ; some were 
soon converted. 

11. Set out to return South. About 
3 o'clock, I began to give out for a 
meeting at the next school-house ; after 
visiting a few families, I went to the 
meeting, and preached to a house full ; 
all were strangers to me and seemed 
surprised at my behavior. 

April 23. I was invited to hold a 
meeting in the Congregationalist house, 
at Jamaica, where the Methodists sel- 
dom go ; I accordingly went, and found 
a large number of people, who had 
come to see and hear the $tra?ige preach- 
er. On ascending the pulpit, I felt 
timid, but when I thought of the Judg- 
ment, my courage revived, and I spoke 
the best I could ; perhaps there w^s not 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. 123 

so much system in my discourse, as 

» 

they had been used to hearing, but 
they had it warm, | dare say. 

While all agreed that I was 'Sincere, 
many supposed that I was crazy. At 
one time I was gone a few weeks from 
the circuit, and on returning, I found a 
current report that I was confined at 
Brattleboro' Hospital, Lord keep me 
from evil. 

Jesus lived a life of pain, 

And died upon the tree ; 

That I, his favored love might gain, 

And live devout to Thee. 

May 8. I am conscious that I am 
in the way of duty, as far as my labors 
are concerned ; but whether I ought to 
be so much confined to one place, or 
travel more at large, is with me a ques- 
tion. I want to preach to all, out doors 
or in. 

When I read the writings of Mr. 
Wesley, Mr. Carvasso, and Mr. Bram- 
well, I see that tYve^j ^\vys^^ ^ssxnr.- 
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thing which I have not; this mak 
me uneasy ; I want the full blessing 
perfect love. My christian experien 
is not even ; I am either full of joy a 
courage, or filled with fear and sorro 
I know there is a better place for ir 

for an entire consecration to Gc 
My bretheren in the ministry do r 
seem to be very anxious about holim 
of heart ; it is seldom that I hear the 
converse or preach upon the subject. 

1 went to see the Presiding Elc 
the other day, and told him my cc 
victions for holiness ; he coolly repli 
that holiness was a very good blessii 
but that it was not always the m< 
holy men that done the most good, a 
that he did not think it necessary to 
troubled about it any way, that he h 
known greater revivals, under the '. 
bors of those who did not enjoy 
much religion as some others. 

I went away, and could use t 
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language of John, " miserable comfort- 
ers are ye all." 

9. This has been a good day to me ; 
being lame, I stayed at Mr. Howard's, 
and read the life of Carvasso ; at one 
time while reading where he speaks of 
simple faith, I was greatly encouraged, 
and was determined to be the Lord's, 
and do all his will, whether I was 
happy or miserable. 

That moment I felt a strange warmth 
kindling up around my heart, I felt as 
light as a feather ; I did not have rap- 
tures of joy, but a solid settling into 
God. Jesus was to me the chief among 
ten thousands. I wanted to go im- 
mediately out among the neighbors, 
and tell what a new glory I had dis- 
covered in the Gospel. I wondered 
what I had been about all my days, 
that I had not found so good a place 
before. 

When I opened the Mfil\\o&\*V V^xxxsc- 
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book it "was all new. full of meaning ; 
the Bible was new : raid the whole 
creation seemed renewed before me : 
every thing was blessing and praising 
God. Blessed be God, for a new ray 
of heavenly light, to brighten up my 
wav to Glorv. 

m 

13. " Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that wc should be called the sons of 
God." 

I have of late, more power, moro 
fife, more fuilk* and a greater degree 
of love ; I see it my duty to grow in 
grace daily, to sink lower in humility, 
and rise higher in holiness. My peace 
is like a river; my confidence is strong, 
in Christ ; Jesus has become all, and in 
all, to me. 

Preached in the evening at Mr. Wil- 
der 's. Their daughter is sick of con- 
sumption, and will soon die. Last Mon- 
day I saw her for lYve ft&& tima since 
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she has been afflicted ; she was a wan- 
derer from God ; I entreated her to re- 
turn without delay, and endeavored to 
show her, how unfaithful she had been 
to her best friend, and the danger she 
was then in ; she was indifferent, and 
would not promise to pray. In a few 
days I called again, and found her more 
serious, she promised to pray before 
she closed her eyes that night, and 
wished me to pray for her. She soon 
found peade, and died in the Lord. 

16. Received a letter from my sister 
Betsey, who writes as follows : — 

" I trust that God has pardoned all 
of my sins ; the two last weeks, have 
been the best of my life ; I am deter- 
mined to live a humble christian, and 
meet you in Heaven. ,, What shall I 
render to the Lord for his rich grace, 
and tender mercy ; truly he has heard 
my prayer, and given me the desire of 
my heart. A few ^eaxs> *%<&,> VSrSx •Sgr> 
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family all behind, and steered my coiirs 
Heavenward, choosing rather to lane 
in Glory alone, than to sink to Hel 
with my relations. May God keep thi 
dear child humble at his feet. 

17. Thank Heaven, the ship sail; 
well. Faith puts every enemy to flight 
and leaves the humble soul in posses 
sion of celestial joys. Faith waits no 
for feelings, but lays hold of all th< 
promises of God, and claims them su 
by right, through the atoning merits o: 
Christ. Faith fans up the flame o: 
holy love, and keeps it ever burning up 
on the altar of the heart. Faith strong 
ly binds the soul to Christ, and keeps ii 
humble at his feet. And blessed to God 
faith overcomes the world, and then all 
goes well. 

About the last of June, 1848, having 
finished my labors, on Wardsboro cir- 
cuit, I attended the Conference which 
was held at Barre, and on my way, 
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called at Copperass Hill, where I found 
Jane, in good health, and thinking fa- 
vorably of my proposals. 

After Conference, I held meetings in 
various places, and had some profitable 
times. 

Aug. 19. Travelled to Royalston, 
and put up notices for meetings the next 
day in two places. 

20. Fulfilled my engagements, and 
hope for good. 

27. Preached in Chester with Br. In- 
graham. At 5 o'clock, we both preach- 
ed from one text ; he explained one 
part, and I the other ; the people thought 
strange, but God was in our midst. 

28. Br. Ingraham was called to preach 
a funeral sermon ; he arranged his sub- 
ject, while we were on our way to the 
place ; we were scarcely seated, when 
the old man appeared and addressed him 
as follows : 

What are you so\ate foO. >j^ *!©£*&■ 
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to be here at the time. I have a text 
for you ; if God has called you to preach, 
you can explain it to me ; I dont want 
you to talk about Moses and the Proph- 
ets, but preach from the text. Br. In- 
graham was embarrassed, and although 
the text was not at all suitable for the 
occasion, yet he preached a good dis- 
course to the satisfaction of all. 

Sept. 10. Preached at Weston ; and 
on seeing many people, in the lazy po- 
sition of leaning on their pews, I pray- 
ed, that God Almighty would keep the 
folks awake^fe after this I noticed that 
they sat straighter. 

One preacher, on seeing many of his 
congregation asleep, stopped short in 
the midst of his discourse, and cried, 
fire ! fire / the sleepers sprang on to their 
feet, and screamed out, where ? where ? 
the Preacher replied, in hell, and you 
going there fast asleep. 
Sept. 13. Preached at a Camp-meeting 
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in Townshend, from, " What went ye 
out into the wilderness for to see." 

17. Heard a Methodist Minister read, 
instead of preach ; if he has come to 
that, I think he had better give up the 
business/ In the evening, I preached 
in Peru, in a back place ; some agreed 
to seek the Lord. I never felt more 
confidence to draw near to the Lord in 
my life. 

Oct. 4. I am preaching most every 
, day, while many are blessed, numbers 
are oiFended ; last night while returning 
from meeting, a pumpkin was thrown 
against mc, which nearly broke my 
back ; mud flew around, and upon me, 
all the way to my lodgings. " Father 
forgive them." I am willing to bear 
any thing, only let me finish my course 
with joy. 

Nov. 20. Last evening, I heard a cool 
discourse, in Chester, after which, \ 
arose, and tried to make the ^cs\te ^e.«& 
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that they were going to the judgmen 
When I was getting my horse, a ma; 
came to me in the dark, weeping, ar*^ 
said, that he was a poor backslider, ai^ ^ 
unprepared for the judgment ; and wish- 
ed me to pray for him ; I pointed him 
to Jesus, and went my way. 

23. Visited a few families, and found 
some who were on their way to Heav- 
en ; and others, who were enquiring for 
the narrow path ; preached in the eve- 
ning to a house full. Glory to God for 
pure religion. 

26. Preached in Chester, from, " what 
seek ye." I spoke upon sanctifieatwn, 
had but little liberty, and when I sat 
down, something whispered, that noth- 
ing was accomplished; but I could 
thank God that I had tried to do some- 
thing. One woman arose, and said that 
she had been encouraged by the dis- 
course, to seek for more purity of heart. 
The next day I called at her house, and 
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found her in great distress of mind, 
seeking for holiness, and entreating her 
daughter to become a christian ; she 
was soon set at liberty. 

In December following, having cor- 
responded with Jane Healy for a few 
months, I thought that I would just go 
to the north and see her ; I arrived at 
her Mother's in Peacham, in the eve- 
ning, and found Jane with an old dress 
on, doing up the work, which I thought 
was a good recommendation. 

Nothing was said about marrying un- 
til the next evening, when we sat down, 
and candidly talked the matter all over, 
and wrote the publishment. 

The next day I left, and after travel- 
ling through, Newbury, Bradford, Thet- 
ford, Norwich and Tunbridge, holding 
meetings, and transacting some other 
business, I returned to Peacham. While 
on my return, I called at Newbury, and 
put up with Br. WUliani&\ voL^iofc^wr 
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ning, the Presiding Elder came io ; 8 _ 
I was introduced to liim as a preac/^ 

lie said that he wanted a young 
married man, to go to the north, ^ 
labor through the winter ; I gave hii^ 
no answer that night ; but the fte^t*^ 
morning, I found him at the barn, aricT 
told him, that if he wanted an unmar- 
ried man, I was not the one, as I was 
then on my way to Peacham, to get a 
wife; he asked her name, and after I 
told him, he replied, that he was ac- 
quainted with her, and that she could 
be no hinderance to nic, but rather a 
great help. 

On the 31st. day of December, 1848, 
it being Sabbath, I attended meeting 
with Jane, and at intermission, went to 
the house of H. P. dishing, and was 
married, there being no one present, be- 
sides we three, except Mrs. Cushing 
and a hired girl. 
January, 1849. We have yist arrived 
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on to Westfield circuit. The day we 
started from Peacham was dreadful cold, 
my face froze, and Jane was white with 
frost ; I asked her if she did not think 
it a hard case ? she replied no ; that she 
was laboring for the Lord, and was wil- 
ling to endure any thing if she might 
win souls to Christ. One night we 
stopped at Craftsbury Poor House, and 
stayed with the afflicted. 

Westfield circuit embraces five or six 
towns, and only Br. Aldrich and my- 
self to preach among the people. The 
fields are white, the laborers are few ; 
sin is making rapid strides through the 
land. Zion languishes ; the devil tri- 
umphs, and God is dishonored. The 
work before me is of great magnitude, 
my soul is sorrowful, my heart is pain- 
ed ; I want a fresh baptism from on 
High. The Lord knows that I have 
not come here, for either money or hon- 
or, ease or pleasure. I am aftat *.^&- 
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formation among the people from Sat^sm 
to God. 

On my bended knees Oh God, I pour 
out my complaint before thee ; grant the 
desire of heart ; lay waste the strong 
holds of sin ; subdue the enemies of 
truth; dry up the floods of iniquity, 
and cause the light of the gospel to 
shine forth. 

17. Put up with a family where the 
woman is a Methodist, and the man a 
drunkard. He thought it strange that 
I did not converse with him more on 
the subject of religion ; I declined all 
conversation as much as possible. He 
went with me to meeting, but said that 
he should hold an argument with me 
when we returned ; when we came back 
it was late, yet he began ; but I pro- 
posed prayer, thinking that we could 
agree much better on our knees. In 
the morning, lie had lost his spirit, and 
did not wish to argue. 
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21. Preached iu Sutton, Canada, to 
a house full ; all were attentive. 

26. Have been preaching every day 
this week, and visiting the people from 
house to house. We found many in- 
different, and left thern in tears. We 
sing and pray in every family, where 
we can get permission, sometimes are 
denied ; a great many ask an interest 
in our prayers • children follow us to the 
door weeping, and say, they want to be 
good. The two last meetings have been; 
interesting ; a large number arose for 
prayers, some confessed their wander- 
ings, and asked forgiveness. 

Jane sits with me in our meetings, 
and always gives an exhortation after 
sermon, reads a part of the hymns, and 
does a share of the praying ; she prays 
with one half of the families we visit, 
and always converses freely with indi- 
viduals at every opportunity. I thank 
God, for one to hold me up, instead of 
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pulling me down. I got a mucTi &^>/. 
ter wife than I ever expected to ; \?ut 
whether I can say so in a few years from 
now,' is quite another thing. 

We go from one place to another, 
where all are entire strangers on both 
sides, and warn both the rich and poor, 
to flee from the wrath to come, and in- 
vite them to go to meeting, which we 
are sure to have appointed somewhere. 
Some go out of curiosity, and return to 

•pray. • 

Feb. 5. Held a meeting in Jay, Vt., 
where I was very much disturbed while 
speaking. There was present, a large 
woman who held a child, about three 
years old, and let it scream without ces- 
sation ; I bore it as long as I could, then 
told her, that she had better carry it out 
awhile ; upon this she caught fire, and 
left the house in a flirt, but soon re- 
turned for her cloak ; as she entered, I 

saw that her countenance -was xiat taw- 



K^ r 
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ards me as formerly; her faceN^was^set as 
a flint, and away she wefife 

15. We lately went to Newport, Vt., 
and attended meeting the first evening 
with Br. Aldrich ; hut in the morning 
we went to the next neighborhood, and 
commenced visiting the people ; we 
were informed, that there had been no 
meetings in the {dace for near two years. 
The place is new, and roads bad, the 
houses are mostly built of logs, and gen- 
erally filled with a numerous family; 
most of the people are honest and wann 
hearted, though few pretend to religion. 
In that region, the kitchen, parlor, and 
8h ingle shop are all one; the little dirty 
children atiGj< healthy as pigs, v 

25. The Lord has favored us with 
his presence ; quite a number of late 
have been converted, and, some reclaim- 
ed ; family altars have- been rearedf 
. the careless quickened to duty, and a 
, tlarge number mon as» wutet ta«^ wk- 
viction. '*$ 
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. A .backslider, came' one cveniiyg- ^ n 
the log school-house, and when an Xjj- 
vitatiou was given to arise (oi praypra, 
he felt it his duty to rise, but tho't he 
Wouldn't till the next night. The next 
dily he was taken sick j and while lying 

' upon the bed of distress^ he deeply re- 
gretted that he did not do his duty, 
while he had an opportunity. On being 
risked just before he died, if lie -tofts 
ready, he replied, "this is a poor place 
to think of these things," and thus he 
died. O take a timely warning back- 
slider, and look out for the interests of 
your soul. 

20. Tried to preach a funeral sermon 
this afternoon. The deceased, was a 
young lady, who was taken ill but a 
Jfew days ago; her disease was that of 
Ae heart. When I first saw her she 
#ras without the' consolation of religion, 
but niauifested.a strong desire to obtain 

pardon. She was ^feinted to the Lamb! 
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of God, as her only refuge. Her mind 
was dark, and she was very ignorant, 
as it relates to faith in Jesus Christ, yet, 
she was willing to ho taught, and seemed 
ready to do anything, in order to obtain 
forgiveness of sin. A few days after 
this, while going through a long piece 
of woods I met two little boys, who 
said, that 1 was desired to hasten to the 
sick girl ; this I did with all possible 
speed, and found her on the borders of 
the grave*, without a hoj)c of Heaven. 
Her distress of body was very acute ; 
great drops of sweat like beads, stood 
all over her fair countenance; her breath- 
ing was diilicult, yet she did not com- 
plain : her greatest anxiety was to find 
Jesus to be precious to her soul. Pray- 
er was made to God without ceasing, in 
her behalf: she also was not ashamed 
to pray, before her weeping neighbors. 
In a little while, her countenance light- 
ed up, the tone of hat N<ivui 0\xaxv^>^ 






142 LlDOllti OF THE *i 



•< 



a^jf joy beamed from her eyes, wh/7e 
she exclaimed, " if Jesus was here, L 
know lie would say that he loves me. ' 7 
She was conscious that her sins were 
] onioned, and she said, that she was 

m then ready to die. She took her broth- 
ers and sisters each by the hand, affec- 
tionately kissed them ; and made them 
promise to try and meet her in Heaven ; 
tears were miming down their faces, 
and thpir hearts were ready to burst, 
while they declared their intentions to 
meet their sister in Glory. Her father 
and mother were sobbing aloud, and 
neighbors mingled their voices of mour- 
ning. After bidding the family. -feud her 
other friends, a long farewell, she lay 
composed for a while, then left this 
world of sin. Reader," prepare to meef 
thy God." £ ' 

About the last of this month, I w$ 
taken suddenly ill, and was laid awto 

in an open cii^ber.of a log hotise, < 
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a straw bed ; the Lord was with me, and 
raised me up soon ; so I was able to ride 
and visit some ; but could not endure 
much. 

The school teacher, Mr. Peabody, in 
that place, drew many of the young 
people with him to a dancing school, 
one evening in a week ; which was a 
great annoyance to me. One morning, 
Mr. Peabody brought the bible to me, 
and wished me to explain this text, "A 
time to dance. ' ' He said, that inasmuch 
as there is a time to dance, therefore it 
is right to dance ; 1 replied, that there 
is also a time to kill, therefore it is right 
to kill. I gave out word, that the next 
evening, I should preach from this text, 
" a time to dance." News spread through 
the town, which drew out as many as 
could conveniently get into the house ; 
they were all full of anxiety, to know 
what in the world I was going to talk 
about. I told th&KR) \sX % \Jw& ta^va% 
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was ail ancient practice. I then nvt/c^j^j 
Miram at the Red Sea, David bei^/^, 
the Ark, Herodi?is before Herod, a«c^ 
the occasion of each. &c. 2d. The pres^ 
ent practice of dancing, is necessary. 
First, to drive conviction from onr con- 
sciences. Secondly, to grieve the Ho- 
ly Spirit. Thirdly, to harden the heart. 
Fourthly, to lessen the probability of 
onr salvation ; and lastly, to fit us for 
the damnation of helL I then noticed 
the word " time,'"' how it is generally 
spent ; how it should be spent ; and the 
solemnities of its close, &c. I know 
not as I ever attended a more solemu 
meeting. 

After this, some of the dancing schol- 
ars refused to attend the school any 
more. Mr. Peabody attended most o 
the meetings, and would sit up straigl 
as a candle, as if nothing hit his caf 
One evening however, his feelings wc 
wrought upon most powerfully, and 
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*afose and said, that he had lived in sin 
lfrftj enough, and wished to become a 
christian ; the next day he was asham- 
ed, of what he had said, and made mock 
of if ;" poor man. 

" "March 3. My health being very poor, 
I prfeched in Newport for the last time, 
from this text, '.#1 know that after my 
departure, greivous wolves, &c." After 
forming a class, I left, and have not 
seen any of them since. 

We went to Westfield, and were in- 
vited by Mrs. Davis, to put up at her 
house. In the evening Mr. D., came 
home and went to bed without seeing 
us. At the itsual hour, I told Mrs. D., 
that it wcjuld be proper to have prayers 
and retire to rest ; she appeared con- 
fused, and said she would ask her hus- 
band. She soon returned, saying that 
he would have no praying in the house. 
The next morning he appeared pleasant 
until I introduced, \5cva frc&gRX <& ^s^ 
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ion, when he grew warm hearted zuid* 
talked most ridiculous, accusing me x>f 
everything bad, not allowing me one 
good quality. After a little while, Jane 
undertook to talk carefully* with, ilim, 
when he turned upon her, accusing her 
of being out of her place, and^g^ting 
her living without wodf ; and said as 
many more hard things, as I ever heard 
spoken to a female ; she did not ohange 
her countenance, but meekly retired. — 
At breakfast he politely waited on all, 
and seemed to be liberal ; while the rest 
began to eat$ I covered my face with 
my hands, and soon moved from the 
table ; he seemed surprised, and asked, 
"What is the matter, can you not eat 
any breakfast ?" I replied, no sir, and 
if I had known that you grudged our 
entertainment I would have eaten no 
supper in this house, and most surely I 
shall eat no breakfast ; I have done my 
duty before God, and shall leave the 
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consequences 1vith him. We soon were 
off in a hurry. Mrs. D., professes to 
be a Methodist, and he a man. They 
had two ridiculous behaved girls, big 
enough to be ladies. 

March 10. Feeling that we had done 
our duty in the northern region, we left 
the circuit about noon on Saturday, 
without saying a word to any one. — 
Just at night the same day, we called 
on Mr. Chamberlain at Craftsbury, who 
invited us to stop over the Sabbath, 
which we consented to do, providing 
we coufct have a ohance to preach at 
the poor-house. T Sabbath evening, the 
poor-house was filled, and we had an 
interesting time. 

We then proceeded to Thetford, 
where 1 left Jane,' and the sleigh, took 
a gig, and went to Landgrove ; all the 
way I found : — 

• 

Snow-banks high, and gutters deep, 
With many a .hill, botVi U\\ *xA %\&*V 
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29. Jane also came to Landgrove, ajad 
we made pre parat ions for house -keep- 
ing. We had about two dollars in 
money, but not one article of house- 
hold furniture of any description, not 
so much as a knife, or plate. I asked 
Jane what she was a going to do, who 
replied, that she would do any way ; 
that she was willing to live in a log 
house, or a mansion, wear good clothes, 
or poor ones, be in the fashion or out 
of it 5 that she could get along with a 
very few things, and those of the plain- 
est kind. She said that she married 
me, to make nie happy, which she 
could never do, by desiring anything 
beyond our means. Most all around 
us were strangers, and we had to get 
along accordingly. 

I found an old rusty stove beside the 
road, that I obtained, which in a short 
time, Jane made look like a new one 
We hired a straw bed, two chairs, 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. 149 

• kfettle, and a few other thing. Jane 
took in work, and bought a little low 
table, which was made in the days of 

%our great grandmother, and was so con- 
structed, that no one could sit close to 
it in a natural way, the frame being ar- 
ranged near the outer edge of the leaf, 
arid a slat passing from one leg to an- 
other, both at the top and bottom. We 
learned to sit our sides to the table, and 
so reach round for the victuals ; but 
when we had company, they would un- 
dertake to sit down to supper, as they 
had been in the habit of doing, when 
their knees would bump against the 
frame work, and frequently upset the 
water ; then in silence, they would side 
up, like the rest of us ; though we were 
sometimes a little pleased, yet, we nev- 
er said a word, for we made it a rule, 
when we first began to keep house, 
never to make the least excuse about 
any thing we had, ox did, "&x, &&lSs&l 
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trusted me twelve dollars ; and I bougA* 
three knives and forks, two tumblers, a 
few plates, some tinware, a broom, a 
little fish, some flour, and various other* 
things; and in an old back kitchen, 
half filled up with an uncovered chim- 
ney we commenced keeping house. 

April 3, 1849. We first sat down at 
our own table, and ate freely of fish and 

r 

potato ; we thought it the best that we 
ever tasted, and we praised God. After 
breakfast, wa knelt down at the family 
altar, and asked the blessing of God 
upon us. Jane always prays once a day, 
and I once, unless one of us are sick, 
then the other does all the praying. 

O what can we render to the Lord 
for the ten thousand mercies which he 
bestows upon us. 

From this time to the close of my 
book, I shall only extract a little here 
and there, from a great deal which I 
have written, calculating at some future 






GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. „ ASf*^ 



« 



day ? ^o prepare another edition, attd put 
in SI which may be interesting. 

We worked very hard, and when we 
had earned a few dollars, I went and 
bought such things as we needed, and 
carried home the hired ones, until all 
w&s ours. When I brought home anyv 
thing, Jane always had some kind wora^ 
to say ; she never thinks a thing is too 
cheap or too dear, too good or too poor, 
she always meets me ' with a smile. I 
never yet saw a scowl on her face, nor 
heard her speak an unpleasant word. I 
never knew her to sweep the dirt under , 
the bed y or behind the door, and sit the 
broom over it. When I want a change 
of apparel, I never find a hole in any 
garment, ,or my stockings wrong side 
out ; it may be said of her, that she has 
"a place for everything, and everything 
in its place. I never knew her to be 
light and trifling with any one ; she is 
always cheerful and h&\>\Fj -> sceA. \nsn^ 
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Jets her visitors depart without- 'first 
praying with them. 

I worked on Lasts, and when I had 
a load, I went and sold them. When 
my load was all gone, I carried home a 
great many new things; Jane could 
^scarcely help weeping when I unloaded 
them. At one time, I went to the IJJbrth 
about a hundred miles, and being rather 
short of money, I put up one night at 
a tavern in Fairlee, Vt. After my horse 
was well taken care of, I retired from 
the house, and no one knew but I had 
gone to stay with a friend. After all 
was silent, I lay down in my wagon 
and covered up with a buffalo ; one 
night also I stopped in Weathersfield, 
under a beautiful tree, and let my horse 
go at large ; though he was only four 
years old, and very high spirited, yet, 
he would never go out of sight. I re- 
gret the day that I sold him. 
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July^.15. 

THE SABBATH. 
This is a day the Lord has blessed, 
And set apart for man to rest, 
A day iu which his children meet, 
And find their place at Jesus feet. 



PRAISE. 
Praise ye the Lord ye mountains strong ; 
And hills uplifted in the throng, 
Praise ye the Lord ye valleys deep, 
Ye silent rocks awake from sleep. 
Praise him ye high and lofty trees, 
Ye birds of air, and fish of seas, 
Praise Him ye beasts of every kind, 
Praise ye the Lord, O sons of men. 

We held meetings every Sunday 
evening in our room through the season. 

' I preached half of the time at Mt. Ta- 
por and the rest in various places on 
Derry circuit. 

• In the winter, it was exceeding dif- 
ficult to get to some of my appoint- 



jpents. One Sabbath morning just at 
flit— 



The door was opened for to know 

The state of things without, 

Alas I my face was filled with snow 



> 
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By Bluster Strong, and Stout, ^ 

•'This is the Sabbath day I know " 
My eager mind exelaimed, 
And shall I stay or shall I go 
To preach the sermon framed? 
My horse was strong and read y stood, 
To undertake a task, 
Of any kind which I thought good 
Or proper him to ask; 
My coat and mittens both were gone 
To keep another warm , 
I'de not a bridle to put on, 
To drive him through the storm, 
A halter answered for a guide, 
To steer my beast along, 
To keep him in the narrow road, 
And from the path" of wrong. 
A bedquilt from the bed I took, 
And 'round my shoulders flung, 
And started forward down the brook, 
While winds and tempests sung. 
The drifts so towering lay along, 
The wind so fiercely blew, 
That it was hard to stay upon 
The back of Jonny true. 
But after many anxious thoughts, ;4 

And many strong desires, 
I have returned without a hurt, 
To seat me by the fire. 
And now may I to Jesus live, 
His will and work to do, 
That from his hand I nwy receive . 
His grace and favor too. 
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Dec. 31. O happy day that fixed my 
choice ; just one year since I was uni- 
ted to one who in every respect has 
proved much better than I expected. 

Apg. 24, 1850. Went in the rain 
to Peru, and held meeting all day. I 
had an appointment far on the Green- 
mountain for evening, but as it contin- 
ued Jp-rain, the brethren thought I had. 
not bettfcr go, saying that no one ^ould 
be put .f but I, t height differently, and 
went.#»; found the place without much 
difficulty j. the mantis a professor, by 
the name of J. French ; his wife is fif- 
teen years old, and makes no.profession, 
she keejDS things in order ; they live in 
a log house, quite comfortable. 

Sept. 20. According^to previous ap- 
pointment, I went again to J. French's 
and found a room full ; the way to the 
place is very bad ; I was obliged to go 
through swamp, over logs, and wade 
the brooks ; butj had a %ood lvxs&\ 
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some arose for prayers, and earnestly 
expressed a desire for religion. 

Nov. 7. The past year has been one 
of deep trial to me. I do not feel in 
the way of duty anyhow. I am ^orry 
that I settled down here. I have been 
prospered as far as money is concerned. 
I bought a little place, for a hundred 
and fifty dollars, and by hajrq^Avork 
have increased its t value one half ^ but 
this is not my place/feod calleiT. me to 

*- s ' Lit * 'Fy 

be a travelling pf&acher* Orlate j* have 
been brought near the gate of death, 
by the typhus feve*, which put me into 
debt about fiftv dollars. 
' 20. Being able to ride, I left home 
in a gig, and went to Jamaica. Just 
before night I%ave out an appointment 
and preached in the evening ; my voice 
was very feeble. ' 

23. Went to Stratton and put up 

with Br. Eddy, and in the morning 

went to a little settlement,^ Somets^ 
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far on the Green mountain, the distance 
of ten miles. After wallowing in snow 
and mud until 11 A. M., I reached the 
place and gave out for a meeting to be- 
gin in an hour; the people came quickly 
together, and we had a good day wait- 
ing upon the Lord. 

Feb. 10. My health is so poor that I 
cannot do any hard work, so I travel, 
fix clocks, visit and hold meetings. For 
many years Jane has felt it her duty to 
preach in public ; she has had many 
trials in regard to this duty, knowing 
that such a course was whplly out of 
the common order. I have often found 
her weeping, and on inquiry what could 
be the matter, she has frequently told 
me that she had fc> doubt but God had 
called her to preach the gospel in a dif- 
ferent manner from what she had for- 
merly done. 

I always told her that I would not 
hinder, but rather lewd. \\&x ^ ^sa ^^ 
in my power. 



■ I I 
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Not many days ago when I close* 
the meeting in the afternoon at Jamais 
ca, I told the people that there woulc 
be preaching in the evening, by one oi 
us; then told Jane in private that if sh€ 
ever wished to begin, to improve th€ 
present opportunity. With much feai 
and trembling she did so, and preachec 
a better discourse than I had any ide* 
she could. After this she did a grea 
share of the preaching. Soon it wai 
noised abroad that Mrs. Camp was i 
much better speaker than her husband 
multitudes came out to hear, and afte: 
coming once, would come again anc 
again. She had a powerful conSfcitu 
tion, and could endure much more thai 
myself. When we were going from on< 
place to another, we would enquire fo: 
clock-work, and found an abundance 
of it, the profits of which, gave us i 
good living. Jane generally helped m< 
do the repairs, which made some peo 
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pie think strange that she would take a 
dirty clock in her bare hands. 

In March, 1851, we moved to East 
Townshend, and 1 labored with Br. In- 
graham on Athens circuit. Some of the 
members have not attended class for a 
number of years, and but few have any 
family devotion whatever. The preach- 
ers dare not say any thing to displease ^ 
them, for fear they wiH come short for* 
support. Salary is the main thing now- 
a-days. Notwithstanding all, there are 
some good members on this circuit, and 
now and then a young person becomes 
religious. 

September. I have worked hard, 
gained something, and am in a fair way 
to loose every thing. I am out of the 
way of duty and must expect chastise- 
ments. Having worked out a load of 
lasts this summer, 1 started for the north 
in order to sell them. One afternoon I 
stopped at South Rea&\\\^ raAAsa&Rk-** 
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few dollars with a man who was pro- 
fane in talk ; when I was about ready 
to leave his shop, I told him that I 
preached sometimes, and if he would 
give out the appointment, I would hold 
a meeting in the evening. I could not 
make him think that I was in earnest, 
so I went to my wagon, changed some 
of my clothes, took my bible in my 
hand, and went through the village, 
knocking on almost every door, enter- 
ing the tavern, stores, and hailing all in 
the streets. I. invited them to attend 
the meeting. The folks were filled with 
wonder to see a crazy man among them. 
I bought a few candles, borrowed a 
number of candlesticks and lighted the 
house in season. Then retired until the 
people came together. The first thifig 
which I saw on entering the house, was 
a pumpkin cut in imitation of a face, 
with a candle in it. I walked up to the 
young man, and placing my hand on 



■ »l 
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his shoulder, said sternly, "walk out 
with that quick." He went in haste, and 
all was quiet afterwards. We had a sol- 
emn time, I took for a text, " thi&,is*the 
way, walk ye in it." * 
1 ST. Put up with K£. B., in So. «Straf- 
foid. He is a Shoemaker bytre^ie, and 
professes to be a christian. If all such 
jptiep go to Heaven, the devil must come 
short of folks any ho"\y. I well recol- 
lect whfen a little boy, of going away 
to the woods in the bleak fall winds, 
and chopping wood, to pay this same 
man for a good pair of boots ; yet when 
I got them, they were not worth a nine- 
pence ; but 1 was a poor child, and 
must say nothing. After retiring to bed 
I was so annoyed by a snoring man, 
that I arose about midnight, harnessed 
up, and sitting the candle on the gate- 
post, went to Thetford, and lay down 
till morning. 

I will glory in thfc cxtoa oiLQwMfr^ 
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my soul shall make her boast in the Lorrf, 
for he has done marvelous things for 
Me. 

A few* nights ago I dreamed that I 
went to hell, and conversed with the 
lost I saw one by the name of GeSrge, 
who \ifas drowned a few yerfrs ago* on 
Sunday. He toltl me his folly in life, 
and present wretchedness. On hearing 
some beautiful siijging, I enquired where 
it was. He said, " from the happy in 
Heaven,' ' and that they could hear it 
all the time. So saying, many of them 
covered their faces with their hands, 
and wept. It was a dark and dismal 
place. Poor sinner, flee to Jesus. 

August, 1852. One Sabbath I read 
to the church in Athens, the folio (ving : 

After the separation of the Methodist 
E. Church from the South, we did hope 
that Slavery would soon become ex- 
tinct in the northern branch. This pros- 
j>ect is now blasted ; the CYvwxcYvhas no 
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desire to be free from slavery. She has 
lately enlarged her borders, and now ad- 
mits to her communion, the crushing 
slaveholder, and the humble christian, 
the poor slave, and the black hearted 
oppressor. We cannot in conscience 
east our influence against our neighbor 
by a connection with a people who en- 
tertain such unscriptural principles. It 
is high time that our hearts were affect- 
ed by the groans of the oppressed. — 
From this date we are no longer mem* 
bers ef the M. E. Church, > 

William and Jane Camp. 

About this time I bought a shop in 
Athens, but it was not what I expected ; 
I was obliged to lay out a great deal to 
put it in repair. This run me into debt 
so deep that I could not get out, and 
was obliged to qell all I had for what I 
could get 1 settled up with nearly all, 
and had only aboujL tefc&Sti^Xft x^$i<& 
10 
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away. Some supposed that I had prop- 
erty hid away, which is a great mistake. 
I lost about three hundred dollars and 
had nothing left. I desire to draw a 
veil* over the trials and troubles Which 
we met and endured at Athens. We 
had many warm friends, and some ac- 
tive enemies. One day I came into the 
house and said : Well Jane, every thing 
is now gone, we have nothing left; 
many think me dishonest, and conse- 
quently hate us both; my health is 
poor, a cold winter is just before us ; we 
have ourselves and two children to pro- 
vide for, what do you think now ? She 
replied, " I never thought so highly of 
you as I do to-day, and I rejoice that I 
can share with you the trials of life, as 
well as its joys ; we have done the best 
we could, and now we will not mourn 
or reproach ourselves, though every 
thing is gone ; God will take care of us 
if We love Him, and as foi little Mara- 
mine and Florida, they \v\\\ \* \rasvA- 
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ed for also. Now let us have courage, 
and do the best we can. ;) 

Oct. 27. Knowing that something 
must be done soon, I started in search 
of employment, and went to Fitchburg, 
Mass., the same day. As soon as the 
cars stopped at the depot, I went to 
Hay ward's Chair-factory, and tried to 
hire out, but could not. I turned away 
"disappointed, went to the Machine shop, 
and enquired for Mr. Putnam, one of 
the owners; he was pointed out to me, 
going across the road. I thought that 
he was a very plain looking man, and 
might possibly hire me; so I followed 
him to the Foundry, and told him that 
I had come to Massachusetts in search 
of employment, and was willing to 
work at almost any thing, and for al- 
most any price. He told me to come 
in the morning, and he would talk with 
his brother about it. In the morning 
they asked me what I would w<yek.ferc^ 
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a year. I told them two hundred dol^ 
lars, if I could support my family on it - 
they agreed to hire me, and I went to 
work at noon. Worked five days, then 
returned for my family. The Mr. Put- 
nam's names will be remembered by me 
with feelings of the deepest gratitude ; 
they have willingly done much better 
than they agreed to ; they have given 
me a chance to live, and also to raise 
funds for the printing of this little book. 

Mr. Down, a job man, moved my 
goods from the depot to the house, and 
when they were unloaded, I did not 
have money enough to pay him, lack- 
ing ten cents. 

I went to work with feeble health, 
and continued to run down until it was 
with much dffiiculty that I could get 
up the shop stairs. Soon I was confin- 
ed to the house. This was within about 
four weeks from our coming to Fitch- 
burg. Every prospect was dark. I wag 
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sick, without money, without friends, 
and of course without credit. One day 
while in this condition, my sister Bet- 
sey came from Lawrence to see me, 
with her husband, Mr. Blackburn. 

The next day she wanted to know 
if I needed any money ; I told her 
though I might need some, yet there 
was no prospect that I could ever pay 
her. She said that she did not care 
whether I ever payed it or not, I should 
have it. Just before she went away, 
she came along with a ten dollar bill, 
and said that her husbnnd wished me 
to take it, and if I was ever in circum- 
stances to pay it back, 1 might do so ; 
I could scarcely help weeping at their 
kindness. One day, when I was able 
to walk out, I went about two miles 
from the village, and sat down on the 
rustling leaves, in a fine grove, and 
thought, " what shall I do ?" After 
commending myself and family to \ks> 
care of God, IietwrnedAo \Soa\tfsv»fc- 
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I there and then promised the \mord 
that if my health and circumstance^ 
would ever permit, I would again re- 
sutfie my labors as a travelling preach- 
er, and never forsake the field. 

Through the winter 1 preached oc- 
casionally for the Advents in Fitchburg 
and the adjoining towns. In the Spring 
I held a few meetings at the South 
part of the town. When the weather 
became warm, one day as I was looking 
towards the Cemetery, and seeing many 
people there, I felt it my duty to go 
and preach to them ; accordingly I went, 
but the cross was so heavy, that I did 
not take it up, and returned burdened. 
At another time, one Sabbath, in the 
afternoon, as I was again looking in 
that direction, and seeing multitudes of 
people walking among the graves, I 
thought that I must either preach to 
them or grieve the spirit of God. I 
therefore went immediately and got on 



\ 



GREEN MOUNTAIN PREACHER. 169 

to a stone, and threw off my hat, and 
gave them a lecture from, "As it is ap- 
pointed unto man once to die," &c. 

The next Sabbath I preached there 
again, from, "Behold the Lamb of God," 
&c. After this I noticed that most 
professors treated me with indifference, 
which was nothing more than I expect- 
ed. I hope in a few months to com- 
mence my travels again, and when I do 
so, I shall calculate to preach out of 
doors, as well as in the house, and every 
where, try to persuade men to be rec- 
onciled to God. I have now finished 
my journal, and will only add, "Seek 
the Lord while he may be found, and 
call ye upon him while he is near." 
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dead will not live again until after a 
thousand years. (Rev. 20 : 5.) — 6th. 
That the only millenium taught in the 
Bible, is the thousand years which are 
to intervene between the first resurrec- 
tion and that of the rest of the dead. 
(Rev. 20: 2, 7.)— 7th. That there is 
no promise of the world's conversion. 
(Matt. 24: 14. 13: 37— 43.)— 8th. 
That departed saints do not receive any 
part of their reward at death. (Dan. 12: 
13.) That they will be rewarded at 
Christ's coming. (Mat. 25: 34.) — 9th. 
That the end of the wicked is eternal 
destruction. (Mai. 4: 1.) 
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WHAT I SING. 
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We're looking for a city, 

When Eden 13 restored ; 

A city of foundations, 

Whose builder is the Lord. 

Whose glories are unfading ; 

Whose beauties are untold ; 

Whose walls are built of Jasper, 

And streets, of finest gold. 

Oh happy day, we'll never from thee stray, 

Oh glorious sight, 'twill be delight, 

Within thy walls, to stay. 

The length and breadth are equal, 
Twelve thousand furlongs square ; 
And naught unclean or hateful, 
Shall ever enter there. 
The nations of the saved, 
Shall walk in glory bright, 
With Christ, the Son of David, 
Their everlasting light. 

" Oh happy day," &c 

The Kings of earth, their glory 
And honors well may bring ; 
Within thy massive portals, 
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Great city of our King ! 
No need of any candle, 
Or sun, or moon, to shine ; 
The Lord, thee will enlighten, 
His glories are sublime. 

" Oh happy day," &c. 

I'm weary of staying — O when shall I rest 
In that promised land of the good and the blest — 
Where sin shall no longer her blandishments 

spread, 
And tears and temptations forever are fled. 
I'm weary of sighing o'er sorrows of earth, 
O'er joys' glowing visions that fade at their 

birth ; 
O'er the pangs of the lov'd that we cannot as- 
suage, 
O'er the blightings of youth, and the weakness 

of age. 
I'm weary of hoping, where hope is untrue, 
As fair but as fleeting as bright morning dew ; 
I long for that land whose blest promise alone 
Is changeless, and sure as eternity's throne. 
I'm weary of loving, where all pass away, 
The brightest and fairest, alas ! cannot stay ; 
I look to the place where these partings are o'er, 
Where death and the tomb can divide us no 
more ! 
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I long to see that glorious day, 
When all the saints shall stand 
On Zion's Mount in bright array, 
Redeemed from ev'ry land. 

O bear me on, &c* 

I long to look from that blest height, 
O'er Eden's smiling plains, 
And gaze upon those hills of light, 
Where joy forever reigns. 

O bear me on, &c. 

I long to see that pilgrim band 
That once went suffering here. 
And looking for a heavenly land, 
On Zion's Mount appear. 

O bear me on, &c. 

That ransomed throng of martyrs bold, 
O how 1 long to see ; 
And hear them sing with joy untold, 
• That song of victory. 

O bear me on, &c. 

From every land, from every clime, 
From every shore and sea ; 
The weary pilgrims of all time, 
Safe gathered there shall be. 

O bear me on, &c. 
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Then haste, thou morn of glory bright ! 
Eternal day, arise ! 
We wait and long to see thy light 
Illume these darkened skies. 

O bear me on, &c. 



The line to heaven by Christ was made — 
With heavenly truth the rails are laid ; 
From earth to heaven the line extends, 
To life eternal, where it ends. 

Repentance is the station, then, 
Where passengers are taken in; 
No fee for them is there to pay — 
For Jesus is himself the way. 

The Bible, then, is engineer, 
It points the way to heaven so clear; 
Through tunnels dark and dreary here, 
It does the way to glory steer. 

God's love the fire, his truth the steam, 
Which drives the engine and the train ; 
All you who would to glory ride, 
Must come to Christ — in him abide. 

In first, and second, and third class, 
Repentance, faith, and holiness, 
You must the way to glory gain, 
Or you with Christ caA\ wsn^\ rev^v. 
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Come, then, poor sinners, now's the tim^ 
At any place upon the line, 
If you repent and turn from sin, 
The train will stop and take you in. 



Mark that pilgrim — lowly bending, 
At the shrine of prayer — ascending, 
Praise and sighs together blending 

From his lips in mournful strain ; 
Glowing with sincere contrition, 
And with childlike, blest submisaion, 
Ever nseth this petition — 

" Jdsus, come — oh come to reign." 

Kingdoms now are Reeling, falling, 
Nations lie in wo appalling, 
On their sages vainly calling 

All these wonders to explain ; 
While the slain around are lying, 
God's own little flock are sighing, 
And in secret places crying, 

" Jesus come— oh come to reign*" 

Here the wicked lived securely, 

Of to-morrow boasting surely, 

While from those who're walking purely 

They extort dishonest gain ; 
Yea, the meek are burden'd, driven ; 
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Want and care to them are given, 
But they lift the cry to Heaven. 
" Jesus come — oh come to reign." 

It is not that my lot is low, 
That bids the silent tear to flow : 
It is not grief that bids me moan : 
It is — that I am all alone. 

All alone, all alone. 

It is that I am all alone. 

In woods and glens I love to roam, 
When the tired hedgcr hies him home, 
Or, by the woodland pool to rest, 
When pale the star looks on its breast 

On its breast, on its breast ; 

When the pale star looks on its breast. 

The autum leaf is sear and dead ; 
It floats upon the water's bed : 
I would not be a leaf, to die 
Without recording sorrow's sigh* 

The woods and winds, with sudden wail, 
Tell all the same unvaried tale : 
I've none to smile when I am free, 
And, when I sigh, to sigh with me. 

Yet in my dreams, a form I view, 
That thinks on me, and loves me too : 
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I start;— and when the vision's flown, 
I weep that I am all alone. 



To leave my dear friends, and with neighbors to 

part, 
And go from my iiome affects not my heart, 
Like the thought of absenting myself for a day, 
From that blessed retreat where I've chosen to 

pray, — where I've chosen to pray. 

Dear bower, where the pine and the poplar have 

spread, 
And woven their branches a roof o'er my head ;* 
How oft have I knelt on the evergreen there, 
And poured out my soul to my Savior in prayer, 

— to my, &c. 

The early shrill notes of the loved nightingale 
That dwelt in the bower, I observed as my bell 
To call me to duty, while birds in the air 
Sung anthems of praises while 1 went to prayer 
— while I, &c. 

Dear bower, I must leave you and bid you adieu, 
And pay my devotions in parts that are new ; 
Well knowing my Savior resides everywhere, 
And can in all places give answer to prayer. 
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Ah, gurfty sinner, ruined by transgression, 
What shall thy doom be, when, arraye^in terror, 
God shall command thee, covered NP|n pollution^* " 
Up to the judgment ? Up to the judgment. 

Wilt, thou escape from his omniscient Notice, 
Fly to the caverns, seek B.n-ni-hi-la-tion ? 
Viain thy ptesumption; justice still shall tri- 

umph 
In thy destruction, In thy destruction. 

Stop, thoughtless sinner, stop awhile and ponder, 
Ere death arrest thee, and the Judge in ven- 
geance, 
Hurl from his presence thine affrighted spirit, 
Swift to perdition, Swift to perdition. 

Oft hat he called thee, but thou wouldst not 

hear him, 
Mercies and judgments have alike been slighted; 
Yet he is gracious, and with arms unfolded, 

Waits to embrace thee. 

Come, then, poor sinner, come away this mo- ^ 

ment, 
Just as you are, but come with heart relenting, 
Come to the fountain open for the guilty ; 
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I love the holy Son of God, * 

Who once t^ vale of sorrow trod, 
Who bore losing, a dreadful load, 

Up cavalry's gloomy mountain. 
Th6re, on the cross, th^favior hung, 
The sport of many an impious tongue, 
While pain extreme his nature wrung, 

And flowed life's crimson fountain. 

The sun would not behold the scene. 
But round him threw night's sable screen 
Nature was robed in mourning mien, 

And sighed when Jesus suffered. 
But ah ! his persecutors stood — 
That wicked, impious, hellish brood — 
Unmoved to see his gushing blood, 

And shocking insults offered. 

And never shall it be concealed, 
He hath to me his love revealed, 
Of all my sins a pardon sealed — 

I feel his blessed favor. 
In him I do and will rejoice ; 
I'll praise him with a cheerful voica 
Until the theme my tongue empo!y» 

In heaven above, forever. 
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